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The Eastern Jin Literate Dai Kui’s
understanding of Buddhism and his
view on the Syncretism of the
Three Main Teachings

Chi Chih —chang”

Abstract

This paper aims, from the perspective of the history of thought, to
investigate the literate Dai Kui’s distinct understanding of Buddhism from
his view on “retribution” {(baoying). Dai Kui lived during the Eastern Jin, a
period whose scholarship is characterized by the coexistence syncretism of
the three main teachings, Daoism, Confucianism and Buddhism. Among
his large corpus of writings, Shi yi lun shows a considerable opposition to
the concept of retribution, and thus has been easily regarded as a text in
opposition to Buddhism. However, if we look at Dai Kui’s life and related
deeds, we can discover how in his understanding of Buddhism, his own
reasoning actually reflects the syncretism of the three main teachings,
which was a feature of his fime.

This paper attempts to investigate Dai Kui’s religious activity named

“Statue”, and to analyze the debate with Zhou Xuzhi on the existence or

* Chi Chih-chang is a Post-Doctorate at the Center of Humanities Research
National Science Council, Taiwan.
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non existence of “retribution” (guobao) by reading through Shi yi lun, Nan
shi yi lun, and other sources such as their lives and written correspondence.
In this way this paper aims to present a comprehensive and objective study
of Dai Kui’s understanding of Buddhism and own relationship with
Buddhism, and to make him as a case-study that shows the syncretism of
the three main teachings during the Eastern Jin period.

Keywords: Dai Kui, Zhou Xuzhi, Shi yi lun, Fenming., Retribution,
the Three Teachings
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