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The Intertextuality between the Narrative
and the Icons of the Jataka Tale
of Dipamkara Buddha’s Prophecy

Lee Hsing-ling

Abstract

This article aims to present the intertexuality of the works about the Jataka
tale of Dipamkara Buddha’s prophecy. The combination of its main plot and
that of the story of Asoka’s donation can be seen among sculptures and murals
inGandhara, Kucha Grottoes in Central Asia, and China Yungang Grottoes.
Through deconstruction and reconstruction, these stories have the same motif

but different details.

Keywords: Dipamkara Buddha, vyakarana, Jataka, Nidana of Asoka’s donation,

Central Asia, Yungang Grottoes, intertextuality
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