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The Eight Precepts, Buddhist Sutra Expounding,
and the Pure Land Buddhist Five-Tune Method
of Repeating the Name of Amitabha Buddha

ARAMI Hiroshi

This article discusses the background and development of Buddhist verse
such as the essential book of abridged Buddhist lauds that the author has
mentioned in his “Tonkouhon sanmonrui to Shoudou, Henbun.” Aimed at
religious rituals like memorial services held for ordinary people, this paper
examines the evolving process of Pure Land Buddhist five-tune memorial
services of repeating the name of Amitabha Buddha in 9th—and—10‘h—century
Dunhuang and the simplified essential book of abridged Buddhist lauds’
influences on telling and singing literature. Because telling and singing
literature like bianwen originate from preaching, the beginning and prevailing
of telling and singing bianwen in Dunhuang should be at the end of the 9™
century, in the 10" century, and probably after the 10™ century. This study
probes into the prevalence of Buddhist hymns and their origins, the Pure Land
Buddhist five-tune method of repeating the name of Amitabha Buddha, and the
blending among religious rituals, which are all noteworthy topics for bianwen

research.

Key words: bianwen (transformation texts), Buddhist sutra expounding, Eight
Precepts, five-tune method of repeating the name of Amitabha
Buddha

* Professor, Graduate School of Integrated Arts and Sciences, Hiroshima University.
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