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Calligraphy, Painting, and Tea Ceremony 

Lin, Chin-Chung 
Professor, Calligraphy and Painting Arts Department, 

National Taiwan University of Arts  

Abstract 
The developmental history of tea is quite extensive, with tea already an integral part of the 

literati lifestyle in the Tang and Song dynasties. There have also been countless poems, 

calligraphies, paintings, engraved seals associated with tea created by literati throughout 

history. This essay references artworks in the genres of calligraphy and painting examined 

during the research process to analyze the cultural and art settings and contents embodied in 

the culture and lifestyle of tea, focusing on the evolution of the Chinese character tea ( ) and 

how it was written in the ancient times ( ), and how the character is represented by 

calligraphy and seal engraving. Calligraphic works depicting poems on tea ceremony and the 

inheritance and development of paintings depicting iconic tea groups, tea aficionados, and tea 

competitions are also analyzed and appreciated. Poetries, calligraphies, paintings, engraved 

seals associated with tea ceremony reflect the artists’ different emotions and ideologies, 

revealing the intricate relationship between tea and the literati lifestyle. The vastness of the 

subject matter leaves much to be desired and literati from different dynasties were each 

unique; there is much more to learn about the sentiments behind literati calligraphy and 

painting and the intricate connection with their lifestyles and everyday surroundings.  

Keywords: Tea, calligraphy, painting, seal engraving 
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明 ⽂文徵明⾃自題〈茶具⼗十詠〉詩 

（1）〈茶塢〉岩隈萟靈樹，⾼高下鬱成塢。︒｡雷散⼀一⼭山寒，春⽣生昨夜⾬雨。︒｡ ⽯石分瀑泉，

梯雲探煙縷。︒｡⼈人語隔林間，⾏行⼈人⼊入深迂。︒｡ 

（2）〈茶⼈人〉⾃自家青⼭山裡，不出青⼭山中。︒｡⽣生涯草⽊木靈，歲事煙⾬雨功。︒｡荷鋤⼊入蒼靄，

倚樹占春⾵風。︒｡相逢相調笑，歸路還相同。︒｡ 

（3）〈茶笋〉東⾵風吹紫苔，⼀一夜⼀一⼨寸⾧長。︒｡煙華綻肥⽟玉，雲蕤凝嫩⾹香。︒｡朝來不盈掬，

暮歸難傾筐。︒｡重之⿈黃⾦金如，輸貢堪頭綱。︒｡ 

（4）〈茶籯〉⼭山匠運巧⼼心，縷筠裁雅器。︒｡綠含故粉⾹香，羈帶張雲翠。︒｡攜攀蘿⾬雨深，

歸染松⾵風膩。︒｡冉冉⾎血花斑，⾃自是湘娥淚。︒｡ 

（5）〈茶舍〉結屋因巖阿，春⾵風連⽔水⽵竹。︒｡⼀一徑野花深，四鄰茶蘀熟。︒｡夜聞林豹啼，

朝看⼭山⿅鹿逐。︒｡□⾜足辨公私，逍遙⽼老空路。︒｡ 

（6）〈茶灶〉處處鬻春⾬雨，青煙映遠峰。︒｡紅泥思⽩白⽯石，朱⽕火燃蒼松。︒｡紫英凝⾯面薄，

⾹香氣襲⼈人濃。︒｡靜候不知疲，⼣夕陽⼭山影重。︒｡ 

（7）〈茶焙〉昔聞鑿⼭山⾻骨，今⾒見編楚⽵竹。︒｡微籠⽕火意溫，密鑊靈⽛牙馥。︒｡體軟靜⽽而貞，

⽤用亦和⽽而懊。︒｡朝⼣夕春⾵風中，清⾹香浮紙屋。︒｡ 

（8）〈茶⿍鼎〉，斲⽯石肖古制，中客外望⽩白。︒｡煮⽉月松⾵風間，幽⾹香破蒼壁。︒｡⿓龍頭縮蠢

勢，蟹眼浮雲液。︒｡不更瀰明朝，⾃自適王濛卮。︒｡ 

（9）〈茶甌〉疇能練精眠，范⽉月奪素魄。︒｡倩宜鬻雪⼈人，雅愜吟⾵風客。︒｡穀⾬雨⾾鬥時珍，

亂花凝處⽩白。︒｡林下晚未投，吾⽅方遲來屐。︒｡ 

（10）〈煮茶〉花落春院幽，⾵風輕禪榻靜。︒｡活⽕火煮新泉，涼蟾墮圓影。︒｡破睡策功

 

多，因⼈人寄情永。︒｡仙游恍在茲，悠然⼊入靈境。︒｡
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