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“Once a Temple Is Built, the Country Will Be Stable”:
Tiantai School and “Humanistic Buddhism”

Chen Jian
Professor, Center for Buddhist Studies, Shandong University

Abstract

Humanistic Buddhism, as one of the most important models of modern Chinese
Buddhism, is not without its foundation. Indeed, it is deeply rooted in the history
of Chinese Buddhism. The Tiantai school founded in the Sui dynasty, for example,
has provided Humanistic Buddhism with rich ideological resources. To begin with,
Guoqing Temple, the ancestral temple of the Tiantai School, whose name infers that
“once a temple is built, the country will be stable ( TF7E R * EIR[ITE ).” Furthermore,
it expresses that one of the functions of Buddhism is to care for the world, i.e.
Buddhism is conducive to national governance and social development. Concerning
those who consider the involvement of Humanistic Buddhism in social affairs as
proof of its lack of sacredness, the Tiantai thought of the “mutual containment
of the ten realms ( 1 5% A H. )” that provides a solid theoretical foundation for the
sacredness of Humanistic Buddhism. The so-called mutual containment of the ten
realms refers to the Ten Dharma Realms of hell, hungry ghosts, animals, asuras,
humans, heavenly beings, sravakas, pratyekabuddhas, bodhisattvas, and buddhas.
Each contains the nature of the other nine realms. It is often said that, “Everyone
has buddha-nature, and every buddha has human-nature,” and this is a good

example to illustrate it.

Keywords: Tiantai School, Humanistic Buddhism, social and governance, sacredness
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