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The Preliminary Investigation on the Images of Southern
Guanyin Cave at Mount Jiangtai in Hangzhou

Chang Qing

Abstract: The Southern Guanyin cave is an important site of cave temples in the area of Hangzhou.
The first group of images in the cave were carved during the Kaixi reign (1205-1207) of the Southern Song
Dynasty (1127-1279), including the main figure of the cave and his attendants on the front wall, as well as the
Eighteen Luohans and the two Guardian King figures on the side walls. During Jiading reign (1208-1224) of
the Southern Song Dynasty, the Buddhists started to sponsor the carving of other figures on the rest space of
the walls until the Ming Dynasty (1368-1644). Located on the upper level of the walls in the cave, the Manjusri

and Samantabhadra figures make a pair, and they could be produced during the Kaixi reign or a later period.
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The images carved in the Jiading reign and later periods do not have an unified design, and many of them depict
Luohan or White-robed Guanyin Bodhisattva. Probably they belong to individual sponsored projects through
which the Buddhists gained their merits and virtues. In the cave, based on the old photos taken before 1966, the
current images are reproductions from 1986-1991 after 1966-1976 when the images were totally destroyed. In
fact, before 1966-1976, the images were also clay figures reproduced on the surfaces of the damaged original
stone carved ones. Therefore, the current figures follow some characteristics of the images before 1966-1976
and the original ones, but with different styles. According to some broken original figures survived in the cave,
they have a larger head in proportion, followed the folk style of the stone carved images in the area of Hangzhou
during the Five Dynasties (907-960) and Northern Song Dynasty (960-1127) periods, such as the Eighteen
Luohan images from the Wuyue kingdom (907-978) at the site of Shengguo monastery in Hangzhou.

Key words: Buddhist art of Hangzhou, Buddhist Images, Southern Guanyin Cave, Cave Temples,
Luohan, Southern Song Dynasty
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