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Digital Library and Museum of Buddhist Studies Supports 
Worldwide Buddhist Research

The NTU Center for Buddhist 
Studies was established in 1995 
by Venerable Master Heng-ching 
Shih of the NTU Department of 
Philosophy. Among the center’s 
first projects was the creation of the 
Buddhist Studies Internet Database, 
which was designed as a repository 
for Buddhism research materials 
that could be accessed by scholars 
and researchers around the world. 
In 1999, the center, with the support 
of the university, teamed up with 
Dharma Drum Mountain to expand 
the content and functions of the site 
and renamed it the Digital Library 
and Museum of Buddhist Studies.

Presently  sponsored by the 
N T U  C o l l e g e  o f  L i b e r a l  A r t s , 
t h e  D L M B S  s e r v e s  B u d d h i s m 
research communities worldwide. 
The site has grown to contain 
200,000 bibliographical records of 
books and research papers in 45 
languages and 14 forms of media, 
13,000 full-text research papers and 
books, 53 on-line research tools, a 
listing of 144 international institutes 

of Buddhist studies and 335 related 
links. The DLMBS has also acquired 
a  number  of  d ig i ta l  Buddhist 
scriptures, including the Tripikata, 
Taisho Tripitaka, Xuzangjing, Chien-
Lung Tripitaka, Yongle Tripitaka, 
Tibetan Tripitaka and Pali Tipitaka. 
These features make the site one of 
the most comprehensive resources 
for Buddhist studies on the Internet.

O v e r  t h e  y e a r s ,  t h e  D L M B S 
has received visitors from 192 
countries. It currently draws an 
average of 120,000 visitors who 
access an average of 670,000 pages 
each month. This high degree of 
international visibility makes the 
DLMBS one of the most heavily 
used Buddhist studies websites in 
the world.

The English version of the DLMBS 
is located at http://buddhism.lib.
ntu.edu.tw/BDLM/en/.
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Media type of DLMBS bibliography full-text

◎Journal Article 107,927 10,321

◎Book 65,555 436

◎Thesis and Dissertation 5,735 231

◎Book Review 3,655 673

◎Proceeding Article 1,631 420

◎Serial 1,615 37

Sound Recording 851 2

Internet Resource 550 358

Collected Papers 446 128

Reference Book 412 4

Audiovisual 406 0

Others 395 193

E-Book 33 21

Microfilm 2 0

total (till Oct., 2009) 189,213 12,824

Number of words in full-text files 65,245,452


