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The first Study about Māyā in India 

Su Chun-Fang  
The Graduate Institute of East Asia Humanities in Huafan University 

Abstract 

The main point of this thesis is trying to probe into the concept of māyā in both 

Brahmanism and Buddhism by philological approach.  This may concern the sutras 

from ancient India such asVeda, Upani�ad.  As the origin of all Indian philosophy, 

there are certain influences in every ways.  Throughout the study of māyā35we may 

uncover what is the similarities between all sects of Indian philosophy more than the 

differences especially the Brahmanism and Buddhism 4  Śūnyatā is the main idea of 

Mādhyamika and Yogācar-vāda in Mahāyāna so as māyā to Brahmanism or Vedānta.  

If we can trace back to �gveda and Uapani�ad to comprehend how the power of deva, 

māyā3 became the quality of brahman which has the mighty force to create the whole 

universe and all kinds of every thing.  Every thing has the quality of brahman , ātman , 

but we can never realize that we’re actually part of it because of māyā45That is what we 

called “avdiyā”.  All the concern in India philosophy is not what we are made of but 

where we came from and how is that possible for us to return to the place where there is 

no life and death or no sufferance.  If there is one, it must be “vidyā”.  Only this way 

can lives breakthrough māyā and identify with the ātman, and then return to brahman.  

In the study of māyā5we may have a clear view of how this idea has been shared by 

Indian philosophy even the Chinese Buddhism45 5 All this should be taken as a 

consideration while study in Indolog54  
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¼:? . i ( ��# / 0 �      1 Ê Ê 2 � ( �±�T U t � ì � ]t X 	 
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 	t �t �� t � o f�l � � ��t
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¾ä	 � / 
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l ��t



 9 

���������������� � � � � 	 
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#Jna–ā- mīmā1sā$2 X K \ 1 � �� � 	, ) � b L �9 � R ? { fgh	�

#Vedānta$/	�� � Õ � veda ¶ anta#à  � � TI �$· { /veda Ú�f� ��

%` MN �å ��N�õ ���� Þ� f� ² 

^� B _ ` a bc d e fg� h i jk. l � m i n l � o j � p q r s t u

o � v � � w x y z{ � | }�~
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�V

^� � � a � bc �fg� i �1 � m i �n l � j�� n Z � /� � � j�

1 � � � �� l h i � � �� i  � �� � � �n l

s � �1 � w �� & Z � � �x D � � � � � � �z

� � �� � � � � � �   ¡ �� � ¢ �� £ P ¤ ¥

¦ § ¨ s �© ª « ¬  ® _ l �X " � ] ¯ ° � � i �

±  ² � ³ ´ �µ � I � �� � ¶ Q �x � � � �z

� · ¸ �� � ¹ º �~
�	

�

a¿�� D O | Ú�G H f� �#�gveda$PM�� � ��ñQ R å ���S

£ T U V �W S | �#hot�$́ V R X Y Z #�c$W S ' £ [ \ �� � : ;�Û Ü( ��

�] 3 ^ ) ��_ 4 ' �´ �/¿ � T U | Ú�` a f� �#Yajurveda$PM�D � ��

                                                
37 TU Í � Î �̂ � � Ï = Ð b �� ` É Ê �Ñ i j�À 
� t kf�l �� �Â�� � � 
38 ì í î ï ð ñ ò tð  � ò tó ô �t� � � 
ò tõ �t� 	 � ò tö � � ø � 
39 ì í î ï ð ñ ò tð  � ò tó ô �t� � �� ò tõ �t� � � � ò tA� � ÷� �ø � 
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�b ] £ T U V �T b | �#adhvaryu$ ´ V O X T c #yajus$ p b 3 T d � � �

: ;� T U ���e T e f ��� g â �/� � Z h | Ú�6 i f� �#Sāmaveda$P

M�� � ��ñ�Z h å ����Q £ T U V �Z h | �#udgāt�$́ V j R k Z #sā m a n $

Y l £ m � � � : ;� n o �p q [ ´ ���r s � t u � v ( �w x ���y s �

u º �z q � { ( ' ´ �/Þ� | } Ú� ~ � u f� �#Atharvaveda$PM�� ¢

��X e � T U V �e � | �#brahman$́ V O e f ` 0, T U z � �� � : ;

�� ¨ ���- � ���� ¢ �� � �� � �_ 4 �/ö � f� A T ��� î ì ø ` ±

ì " , � ì ä � Û � /° 
 Ù Ê 	 � �� f� �� � � ] � ¿ � �Þ � d � Þ �

r � �� c �D � �� � � � � Ì q
� 


/Õ %È � G H f� �#�gveda$X à × _

S T ��m ¼ î Ã ¹ à C ( � k �
� �

/P � � f� Î �æ L �] ¯ ° � � i �±  

² � ³ ´ �µ � I � �� 
 � � /�

� � �Ó�G H f� �#�g veda$PM�� � ��ú � �  �� @ �#Vāy u$�ÚC D

� � ¼ £ �o £ �� � Ö � £ /2 X �P W V Q� �� �   �È w 3 �
� �

�aÈ �

M� �z ®; � �f�

g»� i  � �� � � �n l s � �1 � w �� & Z � � �~ �V

� � � �D� C f� ®#Veda$̀ 3 � ] � � : ;q ²G H f� ®#�g veda$�` a

f� ®#Yaj urveda$�6 i f� ®#Sāmaveda$�~ � u f� ®#Ath arvaveda$Þf

� � N � W � x E ' � � f 8 A T � »�®#Brāh ma�a$��� � ��#Āry �k a$�

 � ��®#Upani�ad$/ � �� Õ �f� ` 3 
 � � � ' � à 9 x e �à  � �

                                                
40 � � 3È B B » ��C à ¼ D � �1.� � ° �brahmacArin�E F �G H : = ) �2 l C °

�g R has t haI l Ü � �3. V J ° �v Anap ras t ha�K L % l M N �4. O @ ° � P � ° �s aM ny As in�

Q P � R S | �T ® ê U � V + �t R U Í � Î �̂ � � Ï = Ð b �� ` É Ê �Ñ i j�À 
� t k

f�l  � � 
41 R ' � ì � ] t X 	 
 � �� � � î  �̂ � � Ï = � � Ð b �Æ � e f� Ê � �h i j�t � � � � �

� �t �t Ñ B f� � î � � �l ��Â� � :Í � Î �̂ � � Ï = Ð b �� ` É Ê �Ñ i j�À 
� t kf�

l �� �t
42t � ì � ] t X 	 
 � �� � � î  �̂ � � Ï = � � Ð b �Æ � e f� Ê � �h i j�t � � � � � � �t �t

Ñ B f� � î � � �l 
� �t
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ù�2 ^ � ���� �fgh�#Vedānta�f� [ 9 $� Ò � /fgh	�#Vedānta$

� � í q ÷ I f� ` 3 � N ³ /´ F î fgh#Vedānta$�c �Õ � Þ Ã Q� �

�#Upani�ad$%
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 � � ¼ � ½¾ 5 a ¿ À ½Á G Â ® Ã ½Ä Å Æ Ç È É�

= Ê C Ë � ½Ì 6 Í ] Î ½Z Ï Ð Ñ Ò ½� B � Ó Ô �
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�

�� ¡ � ��®N� � ä � ��®#Śvetāśvatara Upani�ad$#¢���$²�

� ¼ � R Õ ½Ö X t × � ½� Ø Ù Ú a ½4 Û Ü Ý " ½V

4 0 ½Þ 4 / �
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V

ö ì fgh| �Ú3 £ [ � �| T 3 ë Û Ü[ ¤ ] /�C õ N ¥ � �aÈ Î

�V ��¦ § Á¨�� p [ /#Óupa#¦ § $�ad#sad� ? @ �Á …¨$��� S z

�®;2 2 Û ' ² 

. l ß à á â ã ä ß à 3 å � á â ã 3 æ � � æ ç è å J é ) ê � V

Þ � ë à n l å � á � i ì � � è å J � ê � �
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© »ª ç M�� ���#Upani�ad$Õ ��¦ � ��N�« ¨��
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�¬ ¦ � /�

� ��#Upani�ad$� Ì D � 	| d ö � 9 � ¿ Ö � � � �  ® " ¯ z �

#Muk tik ā$d � ° �±rÖ ��² D� 	�aV �
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/P � � ³ U ´ Ñ �1 �G H

                                                
43 TU � � � �̂ � � Ï = �" # $ � ( ¬ � ( Ê á � b �i � �� ü e fg �� � � � � � � �� B

f�l � 	 � � 
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47 W � X ] � �̂ ¦ � � ( Ê b �h i j�& Á Y Z e fg �� �
� ��l �� 
48t � ì � ] t X 	 
 � �� � � î  �̂ � � Ï = � � Ð b �Æ � e f� Ê � �h i j�t � � � � � � �t �t

Ñ B f� î � � �l � �
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Ñ B f � � î � � �l �� 	� 
50 ¼ Ô � 
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 �t
54 T U P̂ W ` � % b�l � � � �� 
55 T U  Í � Î �̂ � � Ï = Ð b�� ` É Ê �Ñ i j �À 84 k f �l � � � � 
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3.61.7� mahī mitrasya varu�asya māyā 

5.63.4 māyā vām mitrāvaru�ā divi śritā 

6.45.9 V�ha māyā anānata 

Māyā 
#4$ 

10.54.2 māyā it sā te yāni yuddhāni āhu	 

5.85.5 mahīm māyām varu�asya pra vocam 

5.85.6 imām u nu kavitamasya māyām 
Māyām 
#3$����

10.88.6 māyām u tu yajniyānām etām 

1.80.7 tam u tvam māyayā avadhī	 

1.144.1 eti pra hotā vratam asya māyayā 

1.160.3 punāti dhīra	 bhuvanāni māyayā 

2.17.5  astabhnāt māyayā dyām avasrasa	 

3.27.7 purastāt eti māyayā 

4.30.12 pari sthā	 indra māyayā 

4.30.21 dāsānām indra	 māyayā 

5.63.3 dyām var
ayatha	 asurasya māyayā 

5.63.6 abhrā vasata maruta	 su māyayā 

5.63.7 vratā rak
ethe asurasya māyayā 

6.22.6  ayā ha tyam māyayā vāv�dhānam 

7.104.24 uta striyam māyayā śāśadānām 

8.23.15 na tasya māyayā cana 

8.41.3 ni usra	 māyayā dadhe 

9.73.5 indradvi
� ām apa dhamanti māyayā 

9.73.9 jihvāyā	 agre varu�asya māyayā 

9.83.3 māyāvina	 mamire asya māyayā 

10.71.5 adhenvā carati māyayā e
a 

10.85.18 pūrvāparam carata	 māyayā etau 

Māyayā 
����� � � �  ��������

10.177.1 pata�gam aktam asurasya māyayā 

1.32.4 āt māyinām aminā	 pra uta māyā	 

1.117.3  minantā dasyo	 aśivasya māyā	 

2.11.10 ni māyina	 dānavasya māyā	 

2.27.16  yā	 va	 māyā	 abhidruhe yajatrā	 

3.20.3  yā	 ca māyā	 māyinām viśvaminva 

Māyā	 
#2 3$����

3.53.8 māyā	 k��vāna	 tanvam pari svām 
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5.2.9 pra adevī	 māyā	 sahate durevā	 

5.31.7  śu
�asya cit pari māyā	 ag�bh�ā	 

5.40.6 svarbhāno	 adha yat indra māyā	 

5.40.8  svarbhāno	 apa māyā	 aghuk
at 

6.18.9 abhi pra manda purudatra māyā	 

6.20.4 vadhai	 śu
�asya aśu
asya māyā	 

6.22.9 viśvā	 ajurya dayase vi māyā	 

6.44.22  indu	 amu
�āt aśivasya māyā	 

6.58.1  viśvā	 hi māyā	 avasi svadhāva	 

7.1.10  viśvā	 adevī	 abhi santu māyā	 

7.98.5  yadā it adevī	 asahi
� a māyā	 

7.99.4  dāsasya cit v�
aśiprasya māyā	 

8.41.8  sa māyā	 arcinā padā 

10.53.9  tva
� ā māyā	 vet apasām apastama	 

10.73.5  ā ābhi	 hi māyā	 upa dasyum ā agāt 

10.99.2  bhrātu	 na�te saptathasya māyā	 

10.111.6� adevasya śūśuvānasya māyā	 
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�	 � � B � � 
 w © Y � ®�° ¢ � �� S ê� Ø ï �j� ú . ×�<��ï �' � � �
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