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Abstract

Master Zhengguang or Zhide Gao (1896-1955), an influential person of Ta-
iwan Buddhism world, who actively lived in Japanese Ruled and Postwar Per-
iods. He was executed by shooting on August 31st, 1955. Yet the government of
the time has never explained his death to the public for more than half century.
Until July 2004, the breakthrough finally achieved because many related official
documents were found. These critical documents helped us to puzzle out the
whole story.

From the documents, Zhide Gao was accused as “continuously hiding tra-
itors of the country” and the original judgment was a twelve-year imprisonment.
However, the President Kai Shek Chiang considered Gao “extremely guilty”
and “deserve trial reviewing” . Therefore, the final decision had modified to a

crime punished with death penalty.

Key Words: Zhide Gao, Cheng-Guang Master, Kai Yuan Temple, Jiasheng Liang,
White Terror
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