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Paul Ricouer: “In this sense, the listeners or readers receive it according to their

own receptive capacity, which itself is defined by a situation that is both limited
and open to the world’s horizon.” Time and Narrative (vol. I), trans. by Kathleen
McLaughlin & David Pellauer, The University of Chicago press: 1990, p.77.
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Development of the Narrative and
Hermeneutics of the “Primal Accomplishment
of the Right Awakening” in the
Huayan sutra(60vol. ed.)

Kuo, Chao Shun *
Abstract

The fundamental topic in the narrative of the Huayan sitra deals
with the tathagata’s “primal accomplishment of the right awakening.”
The framework of this narrative embraces the whole range and
universe of the inner and outer aspects, as well as the temporal and
spatial dimensions, while the means of narration call upon the image
of the Buddha’s supernatural power. As regards content, the narrative
combines all the Buddhist doctrines into a nexus of interrelation
represented by the numeric symbol of the “ten dharmas™ which
accounts for both universal inclusion and extension of this doctrinal
content. The Huayan siitra’s editor narrated the topic of awakening
from a variety of viewpoints, experiences, and testimonies which all
together constitute the ultra-paradigm of the cultivation that entails
such awakening. Moreover, the Huayan siitra’s narratives also
inspired the interpretations of the Huayan school, and on the basis of
the expression “primal accomplishment of the right awakening,” this

siitra has been evaluated and classified as the “perfect and sudden

* Professer, Department of Philosophy, Huafan University
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teaching” which authentically expresses the Buddha’s first sermon on
full awakening just in the moment of his realization. The narration of
the Buddha’s supernatural power as well as the inexhaustible sense of
the “ten dharmas” provides the conceptual framework based on which
the Huayan school builds up its philosophical views on the dynamics
and mutual pervasion between oneness and complexity, as well as
perfect integration without obstruction, while focusing the discussion
on the topics of the “one single mind” and the “dharma-realm.”

The present article analyzes the Huayan sitra in terms of the

99 ¢¢

three dynamically connected aspects of “narrative mode,” “narrative
point of view” and “interpretation of narrative” to describe the
essential clue in this narrative of the “primal accomplishment of
the right awakening” and its relationship with the philosophical
interpretation of the Huayan school, as well as to show the pre-

understanding of Huayan school in the same time.

Keywords: Huayen sitra (=Buddhavatamsaka-mahavaipulya-sitra),
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narrative, “One single Mind,” “Dharma-realm,” “primal

accomplishment of the right awakening”



