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A Study on Yiyu Tongrun’s Life and Rarely
Known Works

Chien, Kaiting
Abstract

Of the late Ming doctrinal Buddhist schools, the Tiantai,
Yogacara, and Huayan teachings were the most discussed and
promoted. The Huayan was among the most flourishing one. Through
many scholars’ efforts, the general picture of Huayan scholarship and
its growth in late Ming has been clearly drawn. However, there are
many issues and topics that need to be explored and further discussed.
Yiyu Tongrun, as a disciple of Xuelang Hong’en, not only devoted
himself to propagating Huayan teachings, but also was an important
scholar studying Yogacara teachings. In this article, I conduct an in-
depth research on Yiyu Tongrun’s life, career, and friends by delving
into Buddhist canons, local gazetteers, genealogies, and collected
works of the late Ming and early Qing periods. I introduce three of
Yiyu Tongrun’s rarely known works, all of which non-canonical.
Also, I call attention to two exegetical features found in Yiyu
Tongrun’s works. I hope readers can benefit from this case study and
better understand the growth of exegetical tradition in the late Ming

Buddhism.

* Doctoral Student, Department of Chinese Literature, National Tsing Hua University.
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