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Seeing the Lineage of Hua-yen Thought: | mages
of Hua-yen in Buddhist Templesin Taiwan

Chen Ching-hsiang
Professor, Institute of History & Arts, Chinese Culture University
The Director of Academic Center of Huayen

Abstract

Early Buddhism in Taiwan followed the Lin-ji lineage of Zen,
although ritual practices had become integrated with those of the Pure
Land sect and others from Esoteric sects. From the middle Ching
dynasty, however, people had begun worshiping the Hua-yen triptych:
the main Buddha in the middle with Mafijusri and Samantabhadra on
either side. Chanting practice included invocations of Vairocana, the
Five Dhyani Buddhas, and the Buddhas from Ten directions, which
illustrates the reception of Huayen thought in Taiwan. In the past
half-century, new Buddhist temples have embodied the spirit of
Hua-yen through different visual formats such as icons or architectural
motifs.

This paper traces the historical development of images of Hua-yen
in Taiwan from the Ming and Ching dynasties, through the Japanese
colonial period, until recent years. Images examined include icons,
illustrations, paintings, and architectural motifs.
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