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Why doesthe“ Avatamsaka Satra” require
“Reconfiguration and Profundity Research”

Ven. Hai-Yun, J.M.
Instructor, Da Huayen Instructor, Da Huayen Monastery, Taiwan
The 42th Great Master of Huayen School
Director, Institute of HuaYen,, Shanxi Normal University
Guest Researcher, Chinese Academy of Social Sciences

Abstract

The meaning of “reconfiguration” is to utilize modern knowledge, logic
and educational tools to update and organize the logistics of the { Avatamsaka
Sutra). Thatis, to use present day stand points, language mode, thinking mode
and theoretical tools to reorganize its system of thinking. The purpose of this
exercise is to meet modern needs rather than to refute the righteous teachings of
the ancients! The term “Profundity research” refers to a deeper undertaking than
“Profundity investigation”. Research into the ancients’ teachings preserves their
exquisiteness with dignity. Bypassing their splendour would be disrespectful;
hence the term “Profundity research”. Combining reconfiguration and
profundity research together is referred to as “ Profundity Reconfiguration”.

The paper briefly describes the preliminary efforts by utilizing new
theoretical tools, the reconfiguration and profundity research, and the main
discovery is (The Pure Practice “Chingshin” Chapter) should be combined with
(The Principal of Virtue “Xianshou” Chapter) into a more comprehensive
chapter. It is the general preface to the sutra and resides to a central and
elevated status. The product is situated between “Ontology” and
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“Phenomenology” and is “The major ideas on Methodologies’. It occupied a
strategic position as the preface to the “Transfer of Merits Upwards and
Downwards”, and functioned as the axial of “Transfer of Merits Upwards’ and
“Transfer of Merits Downwards’!
This important discovery is only for the first and second congregation of
(Avatamsaka Sutra) . If we utilize the modern tools to reconfigure on the
sutra, it can be found that the area of thoughts of the { Avatamsaka Sutra) is not
limited to the “path to become Buddha’ and the description of the “Buddha
state”, but also include “ontology, dependent origination, phenomenology, view
of life, view of the universe, methodology”, etc. They are the fields which are
hard to be described by patriarchs at old times, and the meanings are much more
profound than the western philosophy nowadays. Therefore, the meaning of
“reconfiguration” is perhaps the most meaningful and groundbreaking project in
the contemporary. It is encouraged that the current and future researchers to

explore more on this great treasure!

Keywaor ds: Pure Practice, The Principal of Virtue, Bodhisattvas
[llumination Enquiries, Ontology, Major contents of Methodologies
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