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The Source of the I mage of Vairocana Buddha
and the Idea of Dhar madhata

Ching-Hsiang Chen
Professor, Institute of History & Arts, Chinese Culture University
The Director of Academic Center of Huayen

Abstract

Vairocana Buddha is the religious leader in the Jin translated Avatamsaka
Sutra (sanskirt: Buddhavatamsaka — mahavaipulya— sutra). The sutra was
founded approximately in the fourth century at Yutian, a country in the central
Asia, and the images of Vairocana Buddha had already been spread widely
during that time. The article discusses the characteristics and the meanings of
Vairocana Buddha, along with the historical facts of several spread sutrain the
first or second century, to trace back the early source of the images of Vairocana
Buddha with the Chan thoughts and practices they highlighted. The first part
of the paper discusses the topics, characteristics and Chan thoughts of the
Gandhara Buddha in the early and late period of Kushan Empire. After that,
the characteristics and styles of the images of Vairocana Buddha found at Yutian
are to be looked at by tracing back to the source of Kapisa and Bamiyan. The
last part discusses Huayen thought that was brought in from the central Asia
through Hexi Corrido to Chang Luoyan, which formed the ideas of Buddhas in
Ten Directions, the dharma-realm renzhong images and the images of Vairocana
Buddha.
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Outline
1.  Introduction
2. The Chan Thoughts implied by the Gandhara Buddha of Kushan Empire

(@) The Buddha Statuesin Early Period of Kushan Empire
i.  Single Buddha Statue
ii.  Single Bodhisattva Statue
iii. TheLifeof Buddha

iv.  The Past Buddha and Future Buddha
(b) The Buddha Statuesin Late Period of Kushan Empire

i.  Single Seated Buddha
ii. TheBlazing Shoulder Buddha at the Great Miracle at Sravasti

iii. A Seated Buddha with Attendants
3.  The Debut of the Image of Vairocana Buddha

(a) The Idea of the Buddhas in Ten Directions
(b) Vairocana dharma-real m renzhong image
(c) The Buddha Statue of Vairocana
i. Thelmage of Vairocana Buddha at Anyang Xiaonanhai Cave

ii.  Thelmage of Vairocana Buddhain Cave Temple at Longmen
4. Conclusion

K eywor ds: Vairocana, Kushan Empire, Gandhara Buddha, 1dea of
Dharmadhata, Yutai
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