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The Role of Female in the “Gandhavyuha Sutra”:
From the perspectives of Literature

Shu-Hui Tsai
Candidate of Doctor degree, Department of Chinese Literature
Chinese Culture Univer sity

Abstract

The newborn Siddhartha points the universe and says: “In Heaven and on
earth, | am the only one to be respected.” “I” refers to the existence of an
individual. “Only” refers to the uniqueness in practicing the law of
“co-dependent arising.” “To be respected” connotes the ideas of self-respect and
respect for others.

The Buddha says that the nature of dharma is just like this. All sentient
beings are not to be discriminated. All differentiating marks come into
existences depending on causes and conditions. Buddha's attitude on
male-female issue can be found, for example, in the “ Ekottarikagama’, where
he told us that he was a woman in the past lives.

As for the Buddha's teaching Dharma to female audience, he would teach
them voluntarily, teach them upon request, assign a woman to teach Dharma, or
teach Dharma should an occasion arise. For example, in the “ Gandhavyuha
Sutra’, among the 53 spiritual guides, whom Sudhana visits, ten are laywomen
and one is a female monastic.

This article narrates those women's stories and dreamland as described in
the “ Gandhavyuha Sutra’ . | table their time, places, scenes, events, backgrounds,
etc. | will also try to analyze how sense objects contribute to their religious
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confidence, understandin and attainment. Lastly, | will analyze the texts of their

~ life stories from literary perspectiv arjd compare and contrast these texts.
Keywor ds: Buddha, Flower Adornment Sutra, female teaching, female
practitioners
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