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What did the Avatamsaka Sutra conclude?
—The ideological flow in the Chapter
“Yow of Samantabhadra Bodhisattva” and
research on the “Samantabhadra-yana Dharma
Practice Method”

Ven. Hai-Yun, J.M.

Instructor, Da-Huayen Monastery, Taiwan
The 42th Great Master, Huayen School

Absract

The will of mankind to pursuit the goal and value of perfection is inborn
and obviously not in the realm of material world but rather in the spiritual world.
The Avatamsaka Sutra is magnificence in that it unambiguously pointing out the
existence of spirituality, the perfection in the spiritual realm and even a detail
recording of the path to enlightenment through the reconstruction of one's life.
This aspiration not only hinges on the Buddha's teaching of Moksha (liberation)
but also extend further to reach total and comprehensive completeness from all
directions. This is different from the initial ideology of a single direction straight
to Asravaksaya Moksha.

People in this era and ethnicities outside of India do not have any idea
about the concept of Moksha. How can we expect people today to set foot on this
path of Moksha and to share the benefit of the salient teaching of the Buddha?

Ideology in the Avatamsaka Sutra can shed some light.
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Critical thinking of the Avatamsaka Sutra pertaining to Samantabhadra-
yana is hereby meticulously and holistically explained from all directions.
Various aspects that require attention, such as merits that are prerequisites to the
“Samantabhadra-yana Dharma Practice Method”, practice traps/yoga block etc.
have been listed out as extensively as possible. In doing so, a road map or blue
print is provided to spiritual practitioners in their pursuit to attain Asravaksaya
Moksha as depicted by the Buddha.

The five sections of dharma practice described in the “Ten Grand Vow”
holds the theme of how the “power of Samantabhadra-yana” leads directly to
submersion into the “Four Infinite Realms”. Unmatched by all other Sutras, this
dharma practice holds the superlative key to enter straight into the metaphysical
realm of ontology. This chapter alone is the cardinal of all sutras, king of all
kings.

According to the common teachings of Holistic Buddhism in general,
fulfillment of enlightenment is the end stage. Yet, the Avatamsaka Sutra begs
to differ. As per theoretical principles described in the chapter “Leaving the
Material World”, the outcome concludes: “Whoever acquires the ten unhindered
applications is free to decide whether or not to attain Anuttara-samyak-sambodhi
at will. In spite of attaining full enlightenment, continuation of Bodhisattva
deeds will not be forsaken”. As per practical applications, they are as illustrated
in the “Four Infinite Realms” described in the “Ten Grand Vows”. The four
infinite realms are: “The end of the realm of Sényata, the realm of sentient
beings, the realm of karma of all sentient beings, and the realm of vexation of all
beings...because the realm of Siinyata up to the realm of vexation of all beings
are infinite and never-ending, my salutations are accordingly infinite and never-
ending”.

The dharma practice of Samantabhadra is infinite both in theory and in

practice all the way through. This infinity is the freedom of access between
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the m ta]physical and physical realms

Realms, 1eave not the Three Ke.a],ms alill-in-all is in the Dharma Realm!”

hence the saying: “stay not in the Three

Keywords: Avatamsaka Sutra, “Vow of Samantabhadra Bodhisattva”,

Samantabhadra vehicle, Moksha, Chapter “Enter the Dharma Realm”
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