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The Hua-yen Thought and Modern
Intellectual Trends

Chih-Hua Lee

Assistant Professor, Department of Buddhist Studies,
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Absract
This article classifies the characteristics of the thoughts of the Hua-yen

Buddhism and parallels them with the related ideas in modern intellectual
trends. Given perfect interfusion as the main principle, following categories are
addressed:

1. monolithic thought: from the perspectives of the Ten Profound and
Indra’s Net of the Hua-yen Buddhism, the modern thoughts, such as the
organistic philosophy, general system theory, the holographic universe,
the divine matrix, environment protection, the butterfly effect and so on,
are discussed.

2. interconnection thought: Based on multiple ideas from the Hua-
yen Buddhism, such as its ten-sentence expression, classification of
doctrines, the identical and different thinking, Sudhana’s fifty-three
visits, perfectly interfused and mutually cognitive chief and attendant,
Vairocana Lotus World, the gate of the different formation of separate
dharmas in ten ages (time), and the gate of the encompassing of the
minute in the coexistence of the dharmas (spatial), the modern ideas of

globalization, Peter Kropotkin’s mutual-aid evolution, world religions,
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unlimited interpretation, deconstructionism, Wei-Hsun Fu’s holistic
multiperspectivism, modern astronomy, and Einstein’s relativity theory
are discussed.

3. Value thought: Based on several ideas given by the Hua-yen Buddhism,
such as the Buddha-state, the idea of illustrating the teaching of Dharma
generates the understanding in terms of phenomena, the gate that the
realization of the goodness depends on the operation of mind, world
levels, space and context, illumination, Samantabhadra’s practice, and
fifty-three visits, modern ideas of axiological science, teleological
biology, the aesthetics of space, modern researches on near-death
experience, existentialism, and of Hermann Hesse’s Siddhartha are
discussed.

Based on the correspondence of the Hua-yen thought and modern

intellectual trends, the present article seeks to illustrate the values and importance

of the Hua-yen thought in contemporary world development.

Keywords: Hua-yen, thought, modern age
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