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A Preliminary Study of post-Tang
Commentaries on the Vimalakirti Sttra

HUANG, Yi-hsun

Associate Professor, Department of Buddhist Studies, Fo Guang University

Abstract

This article is a preliminary study of eight commentaries on the Vimalakirti
Sutra composed during the Song, Ming, and Qing dynasties. In chronological
order, the eight commentaries are as follows: 1. Weimojing liieshu chuiyuji 4EEELS
& BREE #4850 by Zhiyuan F[E] (Song); 2. Weimojie suoshuojing tonglun 4EEE 5 Fir
s 2% Em by Cheng Ju 1215 (Song); 3. Weimojing pingzhu #EFEELEEFEE by Yang
Qiyuan #ETT (Ming); 4. Weimojing wuwoshu $EEEKIEILET by Chuandeng &
& (Ming); 5. Weimojing shuke 4EFEERERT} by an anonymous author; 6. Weimojie
suoshuojing zhishu HEFESEFTEREAS LB by Tongrun D (Ming); 7. Weimojie jing
zhezhongshu HEESESSHTRER by Daxian KB (Ming); 8. “Weimo raoshe 4EEEARE
T by Jingting FHIE (Qing).

The present article compiles basic information about each of the
commentaries, including relevant scholarship, the author’s biography, and the
commentary’s structure. This article further examines how each commentary
deals with four concepts from the Sitra that were important to pre-Song
commentators: the idea that “when the mind is purified, the buddha-land is
purified, skillful means, inconceivability, and the Dharma gate of nonduality. The
analysis of these concepts demonstrates the continuities of Song, Ming, and Qing

commentaries with earlier periods.

Keywords: commentaries on the Vimalakirti Satra, purified mind, Buddha
land, skillful means, inconceivability, the Dharma gate of

nonduality
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