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A Discussion of the Dramatic and
Artistic Characteristics of the
Vimalakirti Nirdesa Stitra

Pu Hui

Professor, Institute of Chinese Folk Culture, Sichuan University

Abstract

The dramatic characters in the Vimalakirti nirdesa sutra can be
classified into three types: protagonist, supporting parts and buffoons
according to the ancient Indian work on dramatic theory, the Natyasastra.
Lay Buddhist Vimalakirti, the main character in the Vimalakirti nirdesa
sitra, 1S no doubt the protagonist, while the Buddha and Mafjusri are of
secondary importance, and so are supporting parts. Characters such as
Sariputra are surely buffoons since they only make impromptu comic
gestures and remarks. All through the sarra, Vimalakirti is especially
described as a towering figure using such dramatic artistic methods as
indirect description, spoken parts, scene changes, and spiritual power,
greatly praising the ideas of the “incredible Mahayana state of liberation”
and “the one and only way” advocated by the Vimalakirti.

Keywords: Wéimdjié Jing (Vimalakirti Siitra), dramatic arts, Bharata’s Dramatic
Theory (Nagyasastra), role, spoken parts
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