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On the Causes for Differences in
Transliterations used in the Translations
of the Vimalakirti nirdesa

LIAO, Hsiang-mei
Associate Professor, Department of Chinese Literature, National Central University

Abstract

Language cannot be separated from its context in space, time, and
culture to have an independent existence. The study of transliteration
in Chinese Buddhist texts is important not only because it shows the
need to move beyond old translations, but also because it brings to
light various internal and external hidden factors that influenced the
ancient translators.

By comparing the transliterations used in the different translations
of the Vimalakirti-nirdesa, this article attempts to examine how translators
dealt with the factors of internal and external phonetic shifts, source
language, and translation strategies in order to explore the reasons why
translators used different transliterations.

Keywords: variant translations, Vimalakirti nirdesa siitra, transliteration, source
language, Chinese Buddhist canon
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