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A Preliminary Sudy of Ming and Qing
Chinese Buddhist Textsin Vietnam

LEE, Kuei-min
Postdoctoral Fellow, Department of History, National Cheng Kung University

Abstract

Vietnam has long been influenced by Chinese culture, and Chinese
texts have also been transmitted back and forth in the exchanges between the

two countries.

In Vietnam during the 17th and 18th centuries, the Lj Dynasty
gradually declined, leading to social instability and civil war. At around the
same time in China, during the Ming-Qing transition, many Chan masters
from Guangdong, such as the monk Chuyet Chuyet, came to Vietnam at the
invitation of the rulers. They brought not only the Dharma, but also Chinese
Buddhist texts, injecting new elements into the declining Vietnamese
Buddhism.

Most of the Buddhist texts currently kept in Vietnam were
re-introduced after the Lj dynasty. They were brought either by emigrating
Chinese or by Vietnamese Buddhists who went to China in search of texts.
For example, in the early 18th century, the Vietnamese Master Xingquan
went to Dinghushan Qingyun Temple in Guangdong. He obtained Buddhist

texts there, particularly Vinaya texts, and brought them back to Vietnam,
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introducing new developments in the Vinaya tradition such as the triple

platform ordination.

Most of the texts coming into Vietnam during this time were from the
Jiaxing canon. They were later collected during the French colonial period
and then held at the Institute of Han-Ntm Studies. Also, many texts were
reprinted in Vietnam by local monks due to damaging effects of the humid
climate. Although these texts may have undergone some changes, they
basically retain the content and style of the Ming and Qing dynasties,

preserving texts that would have otherwise been lost.

Keywords: ' Buddhist Literature, Monk Chuyet Chuyet, Master Xingquan, Vién
Nghijn C tu Han Ntm
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