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Abstract

Myoe (HHZE, 1173-1232), a Japanese Huayan-Shingon priest of the
Kamakura era, is known for his distinctive method of meditation which he
called the Contemplation of the Buddha’s Radiance ( {# ¢ #1 ). This
contemplation method was created under the influence of Li Tongxuan (2=
2, €.635-730), a lay Huayan practitioner of Tang China who advocated the
practice of Contemplation of Jewel-colored Radiance (& = ¢:HH#E). This
paper analyzes the basic texts outlining the two modes of contemplation found

in the writings of Myde and Li Tongxuan, with a focus on the crucial
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differences between the texts regarding how one comes to observe the

emptiness of one’ s mind at the conclusion of the contemplative practice (75

EEEIE ~ U7 EIU4E BN~ FREKE O ~ YN EEFTES). Building
K

on

N

il

en’ ichi Maegawa' s analysis that Myoe only came to emphasize this
particular point in his later writings on the method of contemplation, this paper
shows how Myde must have deliberately left out the crucial line in his early
work On the Entry into the Way of Liberation ( A f#RZ[7%%) but decided to
cite and expound it in detail in his later work The Huayan Secret Treasure
Trove of the Contemplation on the Buddha' s Radiance (Z& gz {#¢ —FEERFA
£55ek). A similar shift towards emphasizing the last step of the contemplation
practice can also be found in Li Tongxuan’s writings, showing that Myoe and
Li followed similar spiritual paths in their quests to establish an effective
method of contemplation which would allow the practitioner to come to truly
realize the emptiness of the self. This paper concludes by arguing that Myoe
and Li Tongxuan shared a common aim in endeavoring to lead practitioners to
such a realization which can be seen in their respective words: “I believe that
starting from the stage of the unenlightened person, assuredly one shall finally
attain the Buddha’s wisdom. How come? It is because all buddhas had once
been the unenlightened person (FL7%)” (Myoe) and “if one claims that True

Wisdom is originally and naturally unchangeable [i.e. inherent], it would mean
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that [unenlightened] sentient beings will always remain [unenlightened]
sentient beings and [enlightened] saints will always be [enlightened] saints,

leaving no room for edification” (Li Tongxuan).

Keywords: Huayan, Li Tongxuan, Myoe, Contemplation of the Buddha’s

Radiance, Contemplation of Jewel-colored Radiance
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