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An Forgotten Link in the History of Buddhist
Logicinthe Ming and Qing: Zhengui’'sMing
Commentary on the Yinming ru zhengli lun

CHEN, Shuai
Assistant Professor, Yuelu Academy, Hunan University

Abstract

Six works on Buddhist logic from the Ming and Qing dynasties are
preserved in the Zokuzokyé canon, including Zhenjie’s E.5% Yinming ru
zhengli lun jie RIEA A IFHEmfE. Existing scholarship on Ming and Qing
Buddhist logic tends to rely on these six texts. However, there are other
extant works which may be used for new research on this topic. One such
work is Zhengui’s E.& Yinming ru zhengli lun jijie [RIEH A TFFEEREERE,
which is the focus of the present article. After first describing that text’s
philological features and outlining Zhengui’s biography, this article
investigates the text’s exegetical features, with a case study on its
investigation of concepts related to the thesis member, in order to find out its
position in the history of Ming and Qing Buddhist logic. Zhengui’s
commentary appears to be based on a survey of literature that was available
at the time. Zhengui’s interpretation was broadly adopted in a later text
composed by Zhenjie, the Yinming ru zhengli lun jie, which contributed to
Zhengui’s earlier work being forgotten by later generations. Nevertheless, it

is clear that Zhengui’s ideas were absorbed and inherited by later works, and
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consequently, his work directly and indirectly influenced the study of
Buddhist logic in Ming and Qing. Zhengui’s text therefore represents an
important early link in the development of Buddhist logic in the Ming and

Qing dynasties, which scholars have previously overlooked.

Keywords: Yinming ru zhengli lun jijie, Zhengui, the history of Buddhist logic in
the Ming and Qing dynasties, Yinming ru zhengli lun jie
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