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A study of Udayin, a sadvargika monk:
based on the Chinese Miilasarvastivada-vinaya
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Abstract

Udayin is a member of band of six monks who are controversial
figures in the history of Buddhism. His deeds are not only contained
in Vinaya, but also found in Chinese Agama, Theragdtha, and the
literature of Buddha biography, etc. The records of six monks are
diverse and their identities are without consent. On the other hand,
the compilation of Milasarvastivada-vinaya was later than other
Vinayas and resulted in voluminous. Based on previous materials,
Miilasarvastivada-vinaya composed the entire life of Udayin who
was unique among six monks. This article attempts to utilize all the

records about Udayin by category, comparison and analysis, with an
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eye to show the whole picture of Udayin and also make some

observations on the compilation of Mulasarvastivada-vinaya.

Keywords: band of six monks, Udayin, Milasarvastivada-vinaya,

Vinaya, The Biography of Buddha
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