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ANew Study on the Stylistic Form [ ] of the

Chinese Traité Manichéen [ ] and its

Missing Words by Consulting the Stylistic Form of

the Buddhist Sutras

WANG Chuan

Abstract

This article mainly examined the Chinese Traité Manichéen [ ] of 

Dunhuang manuscripts (BD 256, hereinafter referred to as Traité) by consulting the 

stylistic aspect of the Chinese Buddhist scriptures as a literary basis served for the 

stylistic imitation of the Manichean translations. We found that the structural style of 

Traité obviously adopted the trisection form of Buddhist scriptures [ ] and 

four-word prose styles [ ], often seen in Buddhist scriptures. Putting the 

Buddhist stylistic forms alongside of the Chinese text of the style of the Traité and 

tracing back to the style of the Traité, we could obtain the following results: first of 

all, there were some lost or misplaced words in some parallel paragraphs of the Traité;

secondly, some derivative words [ ] could be retrieved; and last, we could 

restore some lost words on the broken literary fragments.

Keywords: Dunhuang and Turfan manuscript, BD 256, Ch 3138v (=T III T 132v), Ch 

3218v, Manichaeism, Chinese Traité Manichéen, Stylistic form of 

Buddhist Sutras, Trisection form of Buddhist scriptures, Four-word prose 
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