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The New Re-edited Version of Xiapu Manuscript

Mani the Buddha of Light
WANG Chuan® and MA Xiaohe™
Abstract

The manuscript titled Moni Guangfo (Mani the Buddha of Light) discovered in
Xiapu, Fujian, is undoubtedly the most important recovered ritual manual of the
Religion of Light (Mingjiao 8A #%, i.e., Chinese Manichaeism). The extant version of
Mani the Buddha of Light comprises 82 pages and should be considered as an early
Xiapu document produced under the strong influence of Manichaean documents of
the Tang Dynasty (618-907). Although its format is similar to Buddhist worship and
repentance rituals, the text themselves are predominantly Manichaean in content. This
is a ritual manual for a congregational cult and the basic goal of the collective worship
is cooperative advancement expressed through piety and ritual. Such congregational
cults followed the established practices of group worship in Central Asian
Manichaeism. Most Buddhist worship and repentance rituals comprised the 12 stages.
Mani the Buddha of Light comprised 8 stages: 1, qingfo %4k inviting Buddha(s); 2,
zanfo ¥ praising Buddha(s); 3, lifo #24 worshipping Buddha(s); 4, wuhui Z
H, the five kinds of repentance; 5, san guiyi =#k1K, venerating the Triratna; 6,
shuoji fayuan {1875 B8, explaining in verse and making a vow to save all beings; 7,
fanzhou £ 5, mantras; and 8, (zhong)he (F)#v, (the Hearers) joining in the singing
or chanting. Congregational cults continued and ritual manuals of the Religion of

Light were handed down generation after generation until the Ming and Qing

* Professor, Department of Applied Chinese, Ming Chuan University.
** Librarian for Chinese collection, Harvard-Yenching Library, Harvard University, USA.
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dynasties (1368-1911), so today we are fortunate to have the opportunity to study a
copy of one of these collections of ancient ritual manuals of the Religion of

Light—Mani the Buddha of Light.

Keywords: Xiapu manuscripts, Mani the Buddha of Light, Ceremonial structure,

Mantra (Chinese transliteration of poems)
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TR 12/8 - {FIVMERIERSEE © MRS EEY  REHK
3E5AE (M.101-115)
HAE 13/1 - {BERE]
ek 132-134 |« +REE » HAFEE/ Y - EHRCEERE SRR
EERT  FEEETRF > BERER  BER+HK=
L -
25%8 13/4-13/7 | - BERNAE+ZHESH > LEEVERCEL] T
[T /8 S A/ ST WTETE A AN W= V- [
RE 13/7-142 | - IWREEINKTF :
Mg R £ LB SR
SRR R B R AR
CEAGEREEMEEIFHRS

6 SRS - HISEERE -

ST I LR -

8 HR{E < MP/Pth. y’kwb, y’'qwb, y'qwpB [vakob / yakop/f], Sogd. y’kwp, Hebrew 1Py ‘Jacob’ a
Patriarch of the Israelites who became an angel, protector of the doctrine in Xiapu documents. #f
& (BE) LIS ANNIER - RIEEHCNE  EERCE T ReEE - H215 © TTHEAK
HEZ -

3 T[S < MP *sm’n $'h [asman/asman Sa(h)] (Sogd. sm’nxsyd) ‘Heavenly King’ (i.e. Great
king of the ten heavens who is the second son of Living Spirit). KF (BI-FKATE » JFERKF) -

60 SE#%< Skt. nirvana ‘extinction’, state of liberation from passion, suffering, death and rebirth. JEi%
By DR o WERTEAE R R A TEfE SR - H.389 ¢ TURSRE L, -

0 fEatHEIE - R T HRE B TURTE ) > FEREEZHE LREE TR e (R
) Erh] -

62 E2IE Fl< Skt. Kuru the northernmost of the four continents around Sumeru. #ES#% » BIILEREN »
POARHEMNZ— -

03 A W HFREEFE< Skt. Pirva-Videha one of the four continents which is located on the eastern
side of Mt. Sumeru. FRELEZZMN » PO Z— -
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HE 14/8 - DRAEHELE - BEHGEERT -
15/1 ImZE ISR R R AR -
1512 © ORIEEEAE o PRI -
153 FeRBWHS » LRSI RE -
iz 1 15/4 © AL ¥ TS

F—E BB

RETU) 15/5-16/3 |+ AU U R MR R 0GE 20D 3t/ e (sl HIS i (il HS o /e
4% O/ on] ST STIER /LA /RN I S (/3 /B B
I B2 R/ T T AL 1S 770 45 R 5 | 4/ 5 i TS D
IS 52 HIS I 15 4 e U/ o/ L /48 P U
IR M U DA
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REFES) 17/1-17/3 | = EE R PRIRRAL/ 3 EEL R (o 0/ B iU S (L 52/ BeR S it
I 7 DB S I SRR P S0 5 | A R e/

sl
PEEREERR -

f& < Skt. Jambudvipa the southern of the four continents. FFHEZLH »
65 BEHRJE< Skt. Godaniya the western of the four continents. P&EEFEEMN -
(REC) fa T TREERRR, T BERLT
 SERRRIUT > 40

TOREMNZ — -
TOAERINZ — »
Sz .

Ut E G N - H.405 :

TORKRE |- 2

8 IE4E< MP/Pth. rw 'n [ruwan] ‘soul’ . ZBEf °
BIfEAR -
BIfER -

FRIIE L
0 IR R

RIFRIE AR i
R A fe
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RS KA » DURATE © 4% - FETi% -
SR LI o TELT o SRR -
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© R - B - ARG - LSHIR
Sl EEL (i L 1B VAR |/ B AV -
5.8 (M.151) 19/3 < Al\EY <E >
EEHE (ML.152-241) - (=T
135 (M.152-209)
S 1941958 | - HALIGE » KSR -
PR AIHE - 1% T B A -
DR - — U
PIRES] » SR A% -
- IRAMER S RS ERETE?

O gEIBERT > B T REIBERAT , o

7 RENEIEM R o B TRERIFE o f o FEMEREE > TE ) FFEE o fiE TR
ZRIAR EHPPEEEE TR FAEE o DBEE - (tEMELCCAT AR TR F
KE- THE, ~ TE ) EEEN JRERERERESEFIEEYN > SURIEETEE Y TR
WATEEME - e P TE BT E, 2.

PR > B T IR, -

" L E< MP nyws’g'n [niyosagan] ‘Hearers, Auditors’. B2 o C.75-76 © TH#E/002 » #4 T—1))
FEEE, -

TR 30/5 (M241) Z TE=R, (BRLUESE=ER) - =FEIFEIERS -
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ST AARHFESE -
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SHEREZA > AAREEZ S
eSS N A
Ehsh © MERE
B e WL B REHA R > BB EEE -
i - PREEES > SEHEA o FNEIEERE o [RERENE -
itk - [{(FFE &It &iEEE 17
FHRE 213-2177 |+ —WEER
G={l5] FEFERE » JEFE
TeAKA LI HE » LT fEssE -
eSS REEEE FREFI -
Ehsh © MERE
G4 HEHE TeZERZET) » [y -
I © PREEED > SIHEE o <EIEE>
LB [REEERE -
IS - [{FFF) &L BILHEF ]
FHE 21/8-224 |+ —LFEH
=g HZEYDEE > REIRIEEE »
ZFENA-S > TEE LG
EESsEd RRESE BT -

0w BEEEILT - BGITEEIRIMRESS T - 2UEERAMGFLEE HERDRIEE -

7O 255 THEEEEME, - 26/1 THEEAERE ) MHEUESH TRATH, o JRED T A
TACHE » BICET ) ZF06E - DU T#55 ) JFIE % - B R -

8 SE(R / U< MP/Pth. knyg rwsn [kani(g) rosn] ‘Maiden of Light’ (i.e. deity of the third emanation).
HEHEZ Ty = REMGE AR — » SHE M ~ BT - H171 2 D&, -
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i - MERR
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k= - FREREY (AR - REERE - R -
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=47 TEwmE > HEHEES -
TGN E > ERHMIET
EERIES VEDE HRAJEH -
i - MERR
G4 HAlEEEE DR RO ATER -
ik - [REEE (5 sEEE - REER RERTER - ]
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E AR 23/5-24/1 —ILZEEA
=47 RARET) » HEAE
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EESR IS EHFERE BEEA -
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NS 2 A — - RIRER T > ekl - BER#ZEH > LU A SIIReE -

80 & <7l< Skt. Vairocana in Man. Texts the Column of Glory (Sraosa). FEEEC B 5 CRAE: -
SR - H171

TEER, -
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H241 FIENREZENIN Ll I7ER
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e LB » SUEZ%E
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HEE A T 25/6-26/1 |+ —IWHEGE
{3 IEEAL  TERCROIRMK -
SEEE i EEEEREDZE
e BEOCORIER SERTHRE -

81 422 < Skt. saha ‘the secular world’. A+ » FLFL AN » taBE -

2 FME T2 0 SCEARNE T UE AR ) (B TUEE AEE S AR (BETaER) (R
**fff'ﬁ%ﬂ%iﬁg> %K’gjﬁ‘*‘ B INEEAR) > mIEl A T L B -

8 OTERIT "Fz, > BhEREMIZAE SR REERN T E25 6, (AIEEKW) -
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i (RO} HERR
P BIAFERINEE > AREMRE -
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ki © KAL) =[{FFF B/ ICE  BIEEH <)
AV 262-26/5 |« —ILFEEE
S AR Flamird:
HREBEGLAS BT NEE
HEIES BERR —VsEMH -
i ©URD) MEERR
e + T RIS > /ST AR -
s - [REG [ SEHHEAS - NEER [REEEE - ]
ki - [({FHFF EILEHE  BIEEE - ]
27848 (M.210-230)
S 26/6 © BEBMARE - FHZSEE -
26/7 BHEEERE  REEREE -
BENTE 268—-27/5 | - HLMETE FHEEETE
S REAEMEHZE
R > JEERMR -
=HA(E > FZREE » FEwE -
©HER=T o SHEE e -
Bk R BRI -
IESE R AR 0 (R EE
SEE P2 HE -
TR - RS HKIE > RS
e 5R8 27/6-283 | - ELMETE  IEEREA
1S R FILIRE -

BZEAEET - KIEGEERTH -

el > PRARE o BEfES
- FEARTTIDE - KM R AR -

RHEFRREBE L) -

8 $fEkk< Pth. fiwm [from] ‘Roman, (Eastern) Rome Empire’. HZE 5 G

20




BEHSGE (FEEefh) BHITEETA

(N JRITEAT FE A
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1SEEIE 28/4-292 | - BMERE RAEHEE
B4z WEHEET N -

B SRR > SRR -
RGPS > EATE o i

- TERIER 0 BEERRE
{LEEREan AT -
TERGH LR > FREERRIESS -

igeds - EE <F=3> FRHIL(E) -

i - ST K - R -
a o 2 & ¥ ) fa
7 & % e WA 205
£ 7 3 = ol
By 7 =
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RS

AREE REtear 140 RRW
| GamRm s Rk o s

SHe s R

eSO B e B R

ST PEANT

I
¢

At ERRE R E RN
P
pz=
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SEH IR ae®
(fraany
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e

w

(&l 30) ([EhR29)
3B (M.231-241)
e 2973 © REHESE R HIEREEHME -
29/4 Pt EfaLL > RS LETE - Y

8 SRF'Eu< MP/Pth. msyh’, msyh’h, mSyh”, m$yh [mastha / msiha / msih], Hebrew m°U0n ‘Messiah’. 5
Fol (BHEPEIBHREE) -

8 Biw< MP /Pth. ptyg [*patteg] ‘Patteg, Pattig’ (name of Mani’s father). FE[G 7 CHYHTF - C.19 ¢

G

87 #5f< MP/Pth. swryst’n [asiirestan] ‘Astristan’ (region of Seleucid and Ctesiphon; Assuristan;
(Northern) Mesopotamia). 34 » 52 A 2 Ko AVZERE P ol — — =P Ef il -

88 JKEfi< MP/Pth. mrym [maryam] ‘Maryam,” (name of Mani’s mother). FEEC > RFJZLTF - C.19 © FE
JEYEM#s T iR fEE R AR P o

8 H42: TREHEHER SRS - YEEEaL - WiEsSRENE - |
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G JRITTEAT HE IR
B 29/5 - B
R 29/5 CRRI - B  FEEAENT - )
REI(B) 29/6—-30/5 |+ W] 5B S« AR 25 S0 TS M e 5 O B s ) S U e

BREE I X S/ AN 22 R SR 0 0/ SR B/ RS A0 R AR/
J R E R MEVE IS /5 290 2/ 58 25 2
SR < A S 5 R 5 ST D 125 112 352 R 04 {6/ gy 2
HETE O/ RE S R FE IR R IR R ™t/
FELER/AM<SC>FERT /AT <35 =RF>*

RUURE 30/6 -+ {EEIURE}Y
LEFf (M.152-209) (EES=NE 5 BE > HEECARR)
2.4Gf (M.210-230) (EBEE=0 T8 B8 HEERIES)
3. FELK (M.242-250)

FO 30/6 - RO}

HEK 30/6 © B O

PURLE 30/6 - AVORGHE}

RILO) 30/7-31/3 | - BRIV B/ R /(5 BEEE 1O /i 102/ lpE

UEE 193 /RE 7R (GH) 336 1%V SR TR AT '/ SR B BZ I /PR

0 FRERZLFITEME< MP nrysh yzd [narisah yazad] ‘Name of the Third Messenger. Borrowed from
Zoroastrianism (Av. Nairyosapha-).” =0 ( HY¢t(h) 09T > {8 HELE o=@ —(EHm 4
¥ (PoJ4EHrfEEE Nairyosanha-) -

o1 FHY / FEFI< Pth. yysw  zyw’ [yiso ‘ ziwa] ‘Jesus the Splendor’. YEHHHRER o

2 =6 R< MP whmn [wahman] ‘the Nous’. EEHH (3EHT) o

93 LEfi< Skt. Maitreya a major Mahayana bodhisattva. 2&fK, °

94 TE)R< MP whmn [wahman] ‘the Nous’. EEHH (EEHT) o

%5 {IFEEEfi< MP/Pth. k'dws [kadis], Hebrew witp ‘holy’ HE&% - H.155 T {f&sfi | -

% TEK | REZ SRR > SETER " EAE ) BT ZARR ) a0 TR B -

T DUT TEEVUEE | BHdA - (BRI 31/6 BIEAER BRI 0 A EE > fRER A -
JESLEE TR 2 TEEGE T reRh ) RET TN TR, 2 TEK  ®E - s

TEEVONE | 1T =R AER  EENMEEREY TR0 - B OIR) T IUEGE | il

% FEFI< MP/Pth. 'w’ [owa] ‘to, at, in’. [f] o

? BJE<Pth. bg-’ [bay-a] ‘god’. 1 ~ jFF -

100 & ek< MP/Pth. rwin [rosn] ‘light’. SGHH -

101 [FEEIEE< Pth. z'wr-’ [zawar-a] ‘power, strength; army’. K17 -

102 MR < Pth. jyryfi-" [Zirifi-a] ‘wisdom’. FFEE -

103 [REIH< Pth. z ryh [zari] ‘sorrowful, sorrowfully’. BRKHr > BRKAY o

1% BESHIR< Pth. ng'y’'m’ [nipayam-a] ‘We pray’. (115

105 SR EEFI< MP/Pth. wynd’m’ *w’ [wendam-a o6-w-aj ‘1/We praise to’ (or ‘I/We may praise to...”).
AT s e

106 =7 {i< Pth. knyg [kani(g)] ‘Maiden’ (i.e. Maiden of Light, deity of the third emanation). " ZE{[ |
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HYSEEE » B 0 BDEBHE L WRIEEERH -
107 FYIEE4E< Pth. mnwhmyd [manohmed, manohméd] ‘the Light-Nous, the Great Nous’ (i.e. deity of
the third emanation). YEHAEERT » ZEHA -
108 Buf5<Pth. °d [ad] prep. ‘with’. il ~ B -
109 (R E i< Pth. dhydwm’ [dahéd-um-a] ‘give (pl.) me’. 45Fk -
10 Bufp44N< Pth. ’g’dg’ [ayadag-a] ‘wish’. FHEE o
1 fenggadi =< MP/Pth. kyrbg [kirbag] ‘good, pious, virtuous’. FEIKAY o
112 BEAREG<Pth. *tnwm’ [tan-um-a] ‘my body’. IRV B -
'3 RZHRRR< MP/Pth. pyd [payed] “Tt/(s)he protects’. i, / 4t / TR -
14 142 < MP/Pth. rw’n [ruwan] ‘soul’ . EEdg -
1S SElifi<Pth. bwjyd [bozed] ‘save’ SR «
16 Fu[iegsg A<rw 'n-’ [ruwan-aj ‘souls’. L EBF -
TSR/ bHh<*bw’§d(vh) [bawa $ad(ih)] ‘May be ....happy’ JH.. E(SE o
18 ¥ fF{H<MP j 'yd’n [jaydan] ‘eternal, for ever’. ki °
WOPHEE TR, -~ TR, 2% Rk TR, o SGERIIES -
120 G nfE< MP/Pth. yzd [yazad] ‘god’. fifi - H.157 : T3EpE | -
121 @2 MP/Pth. rwin [rosn] ‘light’. S¢ERH  H.157-158 :© T BE#ZE
122 #XP&< MP/Pth. zwr [zor] ‘power’. KJJ - H.158 ¢ T{EER | -
123 FWE< MP whyh, wyhyh, w(y)hyy [wehih] ‘wisdom’. Z5EE - H.158 : " FI)Y |
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33/4 - REEUE - FEEEERT - S ITE - JESHE -
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125 3B Z<MP ‘rsws [arsus] ‘Arsus’ (name of an envoy of light). [al B &fHr———(ERH{HAYAL 5 -

126 HRHRE - THEME , Z5GE
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5o SREHIT o FREWG ~ OB - SEEAIE o RES L o BOAERE © RO T - =HUART
EARE  BIRER !

P84 CNESHE) R T4, - JRIHME "iE, - U] -

24



BEHSCE (EBefh) BHTESTA

S JEMEAT HE IR
RI(12) 34/8-36/2 | - {HIS/EEIC /AP R/ ] SR O R0 R I D

YR S MR T A A 5 g A A TR 8 P £ AR 0 25 ]
A8 =/ TS/ 51 B AR Wi e A L O 3 FE SR 5 2/
RN/ TS 2 W Ve o < g A 1 Mg 2L/ D 0 A
PRV S SR A (DU M e/ B R BRI Ry B U
FEEEAEE R P R AR/ AR T D i/ A i e/
0 JEL 5 EEL SV Wik o] it 225 S5 Ot 7 B S0 B 77 E -
PR R AR IR

S 36/2 - {6
FiCAHE 36/3-36/7 |+ {FHFE} BIEEE - SBHEEHE  REERREE -

EARERS - BRI EZE R
REE FREG -
178 T {EFE B - BILEE
6.[E1H] (M.289-294)
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- FERRE - BEITImEERE -
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B C37: TORRBAT] -

132 REBR< Pth. ymg [yamag] ‘twin’. #iFk o H. 131a » 135b : [ EBAEEAHEEH | -

133 Sriir< MP/Pth. prs [pars] ‘Persia’. HEH4% « C.15 1 )My | -

134 HR%h< ‘Shapur I (2-272). S Tob i —{

BT ) B TR | IR o B0V RO 2 5 o FE A R (HIFIEERR ) RedEi A
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