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A Review of Research and M ethodological
Reflection on Buddhism and Violence

ZHANG, Wen-ting
Ph.D. student, Department of Buddhist'Studies, Fo Guang,University

Abstract

“Buddhism—and ¥iolence”! has Egcome a popular topic in Buddhist
studies since World, Waglll, and has d-e\/eloped a certaifi' problematicsand its
own research paradigm®Fhis paper att€mpts tolreview and reflect on 'some
recent researches in ordefito fexplore the best Way'to. discuss the issue of
“Buddhism -and violence.” ThisgueViews points out.the limitations of
text-centeredyappreach’ and its. construction.-ef: “Pure Buddhism.” It also
suggests to movesfrom, a ‘substantive approach-to-a’' functionalist approach,
and explores polyphenic hermeneutical ‘paths_insthe context of Chinese and
Western philosophies. Finally; [*went back to'the Chinese historical context.
Although Buddhist violence in the emergence of the modern nation-state has
its own unique context, it is nothing new, but rather has a much earlier origin.
Through examining the involvement of Buddhist monasteries and monks in
violent conflicts and wars during the Medieval China will not only help gain
a better understanding of the characteristics and social functions of Chinese

Buddhism, but also provide an important reference in dealing with
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“Buddhism and violence” in the modern era. This paper reviews the recent
researches and reflects on their methods. It also explores the best ways to

study it in the context of the established Buddhist academic discourse.
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Michael Zimmermann ed., Buddhism and Violence (Lumbini: Lumbini International
Research Institute, 2006), p. 6.
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Michael Zimmermann ed., Buddhism and Violence, p. 6.
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®  Margaret MacMillan, War: How Conflict Shaped Us (New York: Random House,

2020), p. 9.
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7 Margaret MacMillan, War: How Conflict Shaped Us, pp. 8-29.
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