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An Inquiry into the Methodology of
“Analogical Interpretation” and “Reverse
Analogical Interpretation” in the process of the
Integration of Chinese and Western Philosophy
— Centered on Prof. Mou Tsung-san’s
Philosophical Interpretation of Kant’s
Philosophy and Chinese Philosophy

Lin, An-wu

Professor,
Department of Chinese,
Taiwan Normal University

Abstract

This paper focuses on Prof. Mou Tsung-san’s interpretation, reception, elimination,
critique and transformative creation of Kant’s Philosophy.

Firstly, it discusses transcendental division between “Phenomenon and Thing-in-Itself”.
On the one hand, it points out that, in the process of the integration of Chinese and Western

philosophy, Mou received these two concepts through his critical absorption of Kant’s
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philosophy in the way of “reverse analogical interpretation”; on the other, it indicates the
approach that Mou made the Ontology of “Non-attachment” and “Attachment” of
“Mahayanasraddhotpada” (Two-Gates-in-One-Mind) kind through the transformative
creation of the two concepts.

Based on the comparison with Mou’s “Phenomenon and Thing- in- Itself” and Kant’s
philosophy, it will elucidate the deep meaning of text and investigate the difference between
Chinese and Western philosophy, then discuss the displacement, distortion, assimilation,
melting, and reconstruction, resulted from Mou’s reverse analogical interpretation, of
concepts. Finally, it shows that, the meta- reflection and investigation on the methodology

of Chinese Philosophy and problems related could be made in this inquiry.
Keywords:  comparison, transformation, elucidation, Mahayanasraddhotpada (Two-

Gates-in-One-Mind), methodology, Hermeneutics
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