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Tibetan Religious Mystery in the novels by
Ma Yuan and Se Bo in the New Era of

Contemporary China

Hung, Shih-Hui

Associate Professor, Department of Chinese Linguistics and Literature,

Yuan Ze University

Abstract

In addition to the Tibetan writer Tashi Dawa who are well-known in the literary
world of Contemporary China, the Han writers Ma Yuan and the writer Se Bo who have
the bloodlines of the Han, Tibetan, Tujia and Miao ethnic groups have their brilliant
works with the Tibetan themes as well which are classified as the vanguard literature for
their special style in the form. However, when the critics explored their vanguard
characteristics which are influenced by foreign literature, few have talked about the
Tibetan religious culture hidden in them. Ma Yuan and SeBo took their jobs in Tibet after
the initiation of reform and opening up and felt the religious atmosphere of “re-
promotion period” in Tibetan areas which have deepen the interpretation space of their
novel. In the case that Tibetan mythology is almost equivalent to Tibetan Buddhist
religious culture, they as outsiders of the Tibet “retold” the Tibetan myths with unique
literary forms and contents and unintentionally fitted the mystery of the Tibetan areas. In
the 1980s, after going to the Tibetan areas from the Han nationality areas and hence

experiencing the change of cultural space from the atheism to the theism, Ma Yuan and
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SeBo created novels with strong sense of distance and illusive charm and tried to reveal

the life experience and observation hidden in them.

Keywords: Literature in the New Era, Tibetan Novels, Myths, Tibetan Buddhism,
Religious Mystery
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