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On the Inscriptions of the Double 
Buddhas from Quyang, Hebei (I) 

Chien Pei-Chi 

Abstract 
Among the over two thousand Han Jade Buddhist sculptures excavated from 

Quyang, Baoding, Henan Province in the 1950s, the “double images” attract the 

most attention. There have been many statues of double Buddhas sitting together 

found in many places all over China, but double Guanyins and double Pensive 

Bodhisattvas are only found in Quyang area. 

Previously, I pointed out three different stylistic types of double images 

from Quyang area. This paper will further research on the inscriptions of the first 

type of double Buddhas to analyze the relationship between the patrons and 

beneficiaries, the patrons’ vows, and how the patrons perceive the double 

Buddhas. 

There are three elements in these sculptures: donors, sculptures, and 

beneficiaries during the Northern Qi Dynasty. The inscriptions give titles to the 

sculptures freely and reveal a strong connection between the sculptures and the 

patrons. A intertextual analysis also shows these inscriptions are in accordance 

with the three formal types in terms of the time periods.  
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