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Analysis on When Master Dharma Came to
China—— A Re-discussion on “Theory of
Arrival at China during Liu Song Dynasty” by
Mr. Hu Shih

Law Ling-Pei-

Abstract

Master Dharma was considered the vanguard of Zen in China. All who wish to
enter the sanctum of Zen must know the master who brought the Zen from India.
However, through the examination of modern studies as well as the efforts of scholars,
all we can affirm is that he’s a true figure in history; some other legends about him are
hardly reliable. The time point of his arrival in China alone is divided into four
opinions:

I. Theory of Arrival in the 7" Year of Putong during Liang Dynasty (526 A.D.);
2.Theory of Arrival in the 8" Year of Putong during Liang Dynasty (527 A.D.);3.
Theory of Arrival in the 1% Year of Putong during Liang Dynasty (520 A.D.);
4.Theory of Arrival before Liu Song Dynasty (479 A.D.)

The researcher has organized the academic opinions regarding the four theories.
The theory of arrival in the 7" or 8" Year of Putong during Liang Dynasty could only
be seen as the lower limit; whether he came to China in this exact point couldn’t be
confirmed. The data of theory of arrival in the 1% Year of Putong during Liang
Dynasty were found in later periods, and no earlier records are discovered, which
makes it unreliable. The most reliable source is the theory of arrival before Liu Song
Dynasty proposed by Mr. Hu Shih, who based his theory on the words of “firstly

* Associate Professor,Department Literature,National Taiwan University.
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arrived at Vietnam within the realm of Song” in Second Chronicles of Master Monks -
Bodhi Dharma, as well as the records of apprentice of the master. However, such
records is debatable by other scholars, who considered the “Dharma” in this chronicle
was Dharma Deva instead of Bodhi Dharma, and so his argument could only focus on
the words of “firstly arrived at Vietnam within the realm of Song” alone. Based on the
data of Second Chronicles of Master Monks, the researcher has demonstrated that the
Zen master in the records was indeed Bodhi Dharma, bringing a more solid evidence
for the theory of his arrival before Liu Song Dynasty.

Keywords: Zen history, Biographies of monks, Bodhi Dharma, Arrival at
China, Hu Shih

-23-



	(41-1)_封面.pdf
	(41-2)_書名頁
	(41-3)_目次
	01達摩大師來華時間析論——胡適先生「劉宋來華說」的再確認
	02從桃李不言到另闢蹊徑──由明清平倭敘事論《草莽英雄》對「王翠翹故事」英雄形象之承繼與轉化
	03蔣善《史記彙纂》的思維建構與評點特色
	04《山海經箋疏》引唐代類書考
	05從牛津「冒」到上海的「煙」——林語堂和論語派的中國現代化理想寄予
	06楊伯峻《春秋左傳注》考訂五則--以《左傳》文公至宣公時期為範圍
	(40-4)稿約
	(40-5)東吳中文學報撰稿格式
	(41-6)版權頁
	(41-7)_封底



