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 Old Turkic and Chinese Fragments of the Illustrated 

Scripture on the Ten Kings 

MA Xiaohe  and WANG Chuan  

Abstract 

The Museum of Indian Art (Museum für Indische Kunst) in Berlin, Germany has 

collected more than 30 fragments of the illustrated Scripture of the Ten Kings (

/Shiwang jing) in the Turkic language unearthed from Gaochang (Qo o, present-day 

Turpan), as well as 10 fragments of the Shiwang jing in Chinese. The Tenri Central 

Library in Nara, Japan has collected the Dunhuang Relics  1 and 2, collected by 

Zhang Daqian (1899-1983), which may also be fragments of the old Turkic Shiwang 

jing. The Institute of Oriental Manuscripts in St. Petersburg, Russia has collected 6 

fragments of the old Turkic Shiwang jing collected by the Russian Consul General in 

Urumqi, Nikolaj Nikolayevich Krotkov (1869-1919), including two Fragments can be 

conjoined. This article compares these comprehensive collections of the Turkic and 

Chinese fragments of the Scripture of the Ten Kings. 

Keywords: Scripture on the Ten Kings (Shiwang jing), Illustrations of ten kings, Old 

Turkic versions, Chinese versions, Paintings on paper 
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