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Reflections on War in Buddhist Ethics

Yen, Wei-hung*

Abstract:

In a general sense, most people might think that Buddhism is opposed to
war on the premise of advocating compassion and non-violence. There are
many narratives and theories supporting this view in Buddhist texts. However,
we can also find in several Buddhist texts that Buddhism is not entirely
opposed to war, precisely because of compassion and non-violence. This is
not paradoxical, but there are further reasons. This article analyzes the root
problem of “war” based on Buddhist point of view, and further reflects on the
Buddhist ethical perspective of non-violence and peace. This article also tries
to take moral particularism as an intermediary theory to elaborate Buddhist
Ethics does not advocate that a single and absolute principle can be applied to
different moral situations and emphasizes practical wisdom, and finally takes

“Buddhist Fusion Ethics” to understand Buddhist ethics.

Keywords: Buddhist Ethics, War, Peace, Moral Particularism, Buddhist
Fusion Ethics

* Professor, Department of Chinese Literature, National Cheng Kung University
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Perspective,” Inquiring Mind (Vol. 30, No. 2, Spring 2014), pp. 5-7. Bodhi,
Bhikkhu. The Connected Discourses of the Buddha: a New Translation of the
Samyutta Nikaya. Oxford: Pali Text Society in association with Wisdom
Publications, 2000, pp. 209-210.
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James. Ethics: Discovering Right and Wrong, 6th edition. Wadsworth, Cengage
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DI B Aty - RIS - BEIEE - (M AR Gl - DUEfdEs L A
= o g ({(IBFEAR) » CBETA 2021.Q4, Y14, no. 14, p. 297a3-10)

S FEENNE : (ffE AfE]) » CBETA 2021.Q4, Y14, no. 14, p. 300al-4 -

6 (Hp&4%) % 25 » CBETA 2021.Q4, TO1, no. 26, p. 585a18-b25 -
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" Harvey, Peter. An Introduction to Buddhist Ethics: Foundations, Values, and Issues.
Cambridge, UK: Cambridge University Press, 2000, p.58. WG4 DL (B A
5 HEMAESRAGT (R EX) & 6 T PR A D B EUEITEIE - DL
B ER T » P EREARE » DIAESEA &0 1 - DLEHs - 48
KM E A 5 » S ABRLE RN, o | (CBETA2021.Q4,T01, no. 1, p. 41a2-5)
BngEzE % (Hammalawa Saddhatissa ) SR 50 &85 5 [ 55 fan s A LAY -
B 4EE EE DRI & B R IR & 2 FIFBLAIEE A 70k - 5 A
Saddhatissa, Hammalawa. Buddhist Ethics. London: Wisdom Publications, 1987,
pp-144-187.

(&) 5 15 T REPRAEEEE - Feedt) B @ 2 hRE R
MY REda il - S NS IR - NESIREY - ko oo NEEESIA > [NESA
B> EHEREE 5 R - TR 5 RIS %5~ Wiy -
T WE I NS P e - ) (CBETA2021.Q4, TO1, no. 26, p.
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