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Is Killing with Good-will a Necessary Evil? From
the Perspectives of Buddhist Psychology and
Buddhist Ethics

Teng, Wei-jen *

Abstract:

Compassion for all sentient beings is the core value of Buddhism. Killing
or harming is a profound antithesis to compassion. However, there are many
accounts and stories in Buddhist scripture as well as in the Buddhist history in
reality that narrate a type of killing motivated by compassion for the purpose
of protecting sentient beings and stopping greater evil deeds. This article
intends to discuss, in the framework of Buddhist universal value of non-
violence, extent to which the act of killing with good-will is justifiable.
Although many studies have been done by scholars of Buddhist philosophy,
Buddhist ethics, or Buddhism and the contemporary society on this issue,
different scholars interpreted Buddhist texts differently and produced different
theories or point of views in this regard. In my view, these theories and points
of views require further examination.

Some scholars propose that killing with good-will does not necessarily
constitute in bad karma, hence, it is not absolutely a wrongdoing, especially if
this act is the last resort to stop greater evils. Other scholars, on the other hand,
hold that Buddhist doctrine of non-violence should be observed strictly and
therefore even the good-will killing is considered as bad karma. In my view,
| agree that even good-will killing should be considered as bad karma, but

* Associate Professor, Department of Buddhist Studies, Dharma Drum Institute of
Liberal Arts
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disagree that Buddhism condemn all form of killing without exception. At first
glance, that killing with good-will is bad karma, and that Buddhism does not
necessarily condemn it, contradict each other, however, in my view, the
apparent dilemma comes from our anticipation overly on the consistency and
the practicality of Buddhist ethics, which entails that if good-will killing is a
bad karma, it should be rejected. On the contrary, if we allow some form of
good-willing killing, it must be justifiable and not be considered as a bad

karma.

Keywords: Just war, Buddhist Ethics, good-willing killing, intention



— - EEMERAFRER

TR FhEAVERE > 7NE R AR AR NS > sz 2 a ~1E
B NmASE T E (9Th  BEEE - f18 RPEEZTRE4a
HTT Ry AR > AR RAEE RS - H - RIEIL T > 2
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5 HBRAT T EGE LT R A IERZ AL > T BBt A=
I LIRS 2 2800 - Ry TR ARy ~ ML S 0 ik
hEbR TR TEREEER > WEHZERL  FELL  SRAESHE
IR0 - 50E T REOHIE . - AUER - ARBTG5
& ERE T IEE R 5 SE TSI Rk I TR A - Blndsa
Ry TS NERI RIS R S EIE EBES - B Ry TWIHAESEATE T
SRR (B &R ) - R AsE A LG E L i T RE i TRRE

! fR4% Cakkavatti Sutta (R FAIHLAY) - #Eiq 3T Fratan LR E AR
A o 8 AT 8 Epk - A =R « = - glakUk
FE (ERE=TEMBE A Z ST DU AT ) - fEim BRI > A
SR AEREZ - B ANFF 8 EpklF - £ Ketumatt i » HELT
Eim e £ 440l Sankha - TSRV IEE - EHRNGEE - HETE - MRHER
e ER RN (i (5 (A & S8 A (e[ ) (adandena )~ i | asatthena )~
A6 H T4 | o ( Digha Nikaya 11 76) o

2 R T IR R R LR IS ST A G E Ed 2 A CEHE) WER T
A EF B EE - E A AFHZMESET - FFIERAIALLIEEC » AEE A
R | “sabbe tassanti dandassa, sabbe bhayanti maccuno, attanam upaman
katva, na haneyya na ghataye” ( Dhammapada 129 ) - [E4) » CEREE) s 0 T42
TRFDAE IEARIR - A IR AIRA R HTHARR - B AR EAYER - | “Na
hi verena verani sammantidha kudacanam, averena ca sammanti, esa dhammo

sanantano ( Dhammapada 005 ) -
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Y REENH » EREES E i IR S S PR - S e
RIEtE Ry T EERRE ) o EH . TERE ) (ERERE AR A
RS > ReRlEdE o Y T OREERAE ) B T HIEEST ) RY RS -
M EAS R " SRR ) BRI A AR A
ey ZEf] o ISR T REAVEN ) SEEEEER THY T &0 ) (kusala
citta) FNEE - HIt [ BBV ) BERZEICEE © A%
] o ASGRFNEE —/NEE—2D 5o - ik HIRE | ZEAVR AR G IREEE
EfERE - WMER I - BB G T EBRRE

BE PR AR S B Th TG A B PR L SR B T S AR AR
s SIS A B AU B R P Y T IESRAYERSE | (just war) HUHE
&t BRI R N A T RS R A MR ETRE - By T g
PBRFPAVIET ~ DUR PRIV FEFIT - ° WHNE ~ I - BErED)
PRAVRT] - ZERETHIEESE - BATEL ST Ry o eGSR
FE SRy T YRE AR TR TR SRR ET B Rl NRRAVES  IRAZ
e ~ 18~ B EEHEh - B UAREESE - 262 EZ M
HTT Ry 2 BWIRATE > S0 RS VIR « BIER N EHE - th
st (RABSUETR ) - BRI R B IV - (Rt ¢ A I —2y

3 OARSCHTEREY TR AR ERERE LR - 25EE3ET -

fOTIERAVERE ) AR AT EERERES - MERTE TR EE - R
A G BIBIBENAEAER - RAH EEN={EESF © —  S8IVIEE
PEECENE - T BRRHT R 0 = - BURAVIERELETE - R RS ke
FE7 i - % > Alexander Moseley Fff % 2 “Just War Theory” in Internet
Encyclopeidia of Philosophy (F{&1EETHERT 2009 422 H 10 H) - tha]&#
Damien Keown fffZHY Buddhist Ethics © A Very Short Introduction (Oxford
University Press, 2005) » 2571 & “War and Terrorism” °

> AR T/ NEf S S LB T
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IR A HABHRAFIL N - EHHITR - B - ALEEE R
S HARIE P RVBCAAE » A Z BRI - NI
EFEE RN RN Eaz 8y BIERAE A AR T -
PRI » FEEwE Ry B s LR A PR TR ZE R BT R AITREL
HEEMEGRIOLE - BAEERL T BEREE ) B T ESEZME
W EA [EIRYRERE - A ATai e (b0 DR ERAHENS - 1R & Ry i ER Ay
il - © T ESEECEE | AR Ry O EER A o SRR R ELHIRE S R0
FEgMEE R HIER - MifREER R AR IR b P I e sE T e
EMECIEEM, - B TEREGEE ) AVHRE > (R K2
ELEEEERL LAY AT - AN - T2t T IEE SR EE W IR
R > hEOLE B - FF MR sV REA R E B AR
AT Ry - NIt > SEAEFREGE LA E S BRI AR -
AL MERmL - B REEARA A TREIRESERY - AEERETT

© BRI B A B R R Gethin HY—F5 S VRS2 © “Can Killing
a Living Being Ever Be an Act of Compassion? The Analysis of the Act of Killing
in the Abhidhmma and Pali Commentaries.”(Journal of Buddhist Ethics, vol. 11,
2004, pp. 166-202.) Gethin 32 R 42 /& H R BCESEREABLEARR - ZBIHs
THULEEER ( spiritual psychology ) #ilEE » [T R 2B [ RE - “Thus that intentionally
killing a living being is wrong is not in fact presented in Buddhist thought as an
ethical principle at all; it is a claim about how the mind works, about the nature of
certain mental states and the kinds of action they give rise to.” 5 190 - fEREE
FE TR RS R ) TP B EER A AR R OB R (R
By U HIR AR THIRL L AT R N T2 o SRR R 2R -
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R RR AR MY sy, o BEEER  WE L @HITR
MR IREMH L RATHY - LA B - SR ieioa & R AT
BNEIHIEFRTHIR A TR - FIEZSRES BAICE - A BEHIER
RERAE o AR AR Rl S PR E G 2 B L2k S EE R
4 AR RIEASCRESIE R A R ESETTE > 58 RAEA
TESTH B mER R — B ML A A B IRES - SRR MR R
EHURAEESE - MBS ERARAE - K2 > ERA KSR
AR - —E AT LSBT AR BRI AN B E2E - R RMREFTLL
[FF E RS BRI AR S - BN E S = BRI A nTE R
1EFRATHIRIR TEL

A% > EE TR AU AT A BTG H Y > R4l
PRET > LSS [ACHSOR ~ IIPADATIGAS T3R8 - DL T8t 455
AR SLATEURE Ky H Y - AR RS A ST e 2 FRERY T E N
oaik A AT S ER AV RE - IR E (R RSO R B B RIS
R (ethical idealism) » T/ RFR RAVIRBAERT AL B ) 5 FRE

(practical realism ) = ’

7 “ethical idealism™ ( ffEHFHEAE ) Bil“pragmatic realism” (F5E F £ ) 2 M{EMTEE »
EEHEERIL L 2022 F 6 [ 24 H2Z83RAF Lion’s Roar : Buddhist Wisdom
for our Time 4FULAYSZEE © “Buddhism, Nonviolence, and the Moral Quandary of
Ukraine”  {E{RARYAREAGR - B EET-FIRERRGEHIRE > ZEEHES
FREFEIIS 0 SRt et A RATE % (B AR MIBZET M
HHIEAE | B T EHE 5 ¢ “Is nonviolent resistance obligatory when war
crimes are committed in plain sight and ethnic cleansing or even genocide may lie
right around the corner? I don’t have easy answers to these questions, but to tackle
this moral quandary I believe we need to balance ethical idealism with pragmatic

realism.”
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Z - EEERE 7 BEINED

B I 2RHY N B DAV E Y S TR » 2R [EE AR =
TREIHIERE . — T SEAVRAEE DT ) FIRE - S5 kg
FEEEIREER Gethin DUKCORSR (ERiinfiistsm - ShEst) AVBIEL > WHLARY
B Gethin {_F- RSB ER RN, ER S - ARERilE BV AR EE
i (Enfmemstag - SE) RIEEEAIERRONZEREIHEAZE
o TR EERIE T T E > A AT - FEEHESTE2E Gethin
B Kenkins # [ KBRS > (HH7 S50 R B2 H RS -

(—) Gethin RYPo] EE 2= EE [\ IR EB

Gethin {FE 72 HY“Can Killing a Living Being Ever Be an Act of
Compassion? The Analysis of the Act of Killing in the Abhidhamma and Pali
Commentaries”—3Z {57 Ry BN LLR AT BAG HHIE 2 Cory i B2 FIE 1T s
HZEEENERERNE - NILEZS S0 R EEERTN O ~ LT -
R L EEREE R % (mainstream Buddhism) #y3 47 - & T #% 1Y
FELLAT (cetana) AYRZAETT Ry » AN BIREEREARAY o BEFR AR APl B 222 2K
A EA SN N TR R AR AT AR ZE > 2R B fE 2 I 283
FONRVEN - ER AR S BN EFT AR ALY TR BVELO TR FTAE
BT ) (kusala) HYZB0afT (karuna ) AHNE - PRI 2 O RHY » BT 3%
19 UL T FERY EHEAR (dosa-mula) DL IEEFE (moha-mula) - 8 Gethin

8 Gethin [ZHZE A H HmTIEEEE Keown HYFE I - Keown 20 5 s EHv% 4
BEPNE T EAVENE ) EREESE - R EIGIESEAIIE—R(: (Keown Y
BEEEMEEEERE ) “a good motive is thus a necessary but not a sufficient
condition for a moral act” o Gethin 5% 512 (a0 E N 76 R8Pl BR 22 R R Ay o
2, Gethin, Rupert. “Can Killing a Living Being Ever Be an Act of Compassion?
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SRR EER Samantapasadika (35 FEREEYD) TR —(E T &35
A BYEPIHAGRE - Rl LR AR EERIREIT Ry - PhPe iR Rk &g
558 (parajika) °

FBMAALP T g A %:)ﬁa—‘é’ﬁﬁ‘r'” Flpt el ke
lz/}l”ﬁ,"i_ﬂ_{‘]w mmtimq\}ﬁslgm 7ra~3’f51*4]]§:,m|§1A:§‘_
W ot THREFRES RIFILE ST
QRS R RAN LA o O A TR IR ey
AfgiBiE s > REAHREIEEAEE W

AR (G RERRZED) BVERE - (RFEAIE LI Rl 1ok
FERIEMEAE - SFWMEIETRIMG A » BEABC U2 R AL
IR E R AR S - B E LEMIIE 7RSI (0] &2E
(M ) AYSE C & H By Z R B8 - “maranatthika va hutva
naranatthikabhavam ajananta > [R5y » BJffEEA BEAIE At alggLL—Ff%
AR HVEE#E (vohara-vasena) - S8/ HCEHRIEL @ MEAEHEE
OO EIEAIRER - EERR (FREBRLED) 1VE (EAFREZ #7585 -

The Analysis of the Act of Killing in the Abhidhamma and Pali Commentaries”, p.
182) Ei Keown fiZ * Buddhism & Bioethics. St Martins Press, 1995, p. 63 °

® Vinaya III p.79 (Pali Text Society Publication).

10 Samantapasadika * karufifienati te bhikkhii tassa mahantam gelaifia-dukkham
disva karufindm uppadetva silava tvam katakusalo, kasma miyamano bhayasi?
namu silavato sago nama maranam attapati addho yevati evam marnatthika va
hutva maranattikabhavam ajanamta maranavannam sammvannesum.” Gethin,
Rupert (2004).“Can Killing a Living Being Ever Be an Act of Compassion? The
Analysis of the Act of Killing in the Abhidhamma and Pali Commentaries™ in
Journal of Buddhist Ethics, vol. 11, Flz¥ 45 -
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s REHR A LA DB RIS © AL - T BRI 1Y
O - ROITT /& H CRTLURHY » SRR OReE R AR B 5T -
H BV T S ) VMR RS RERY > SRR - {2 Gethin
ok TRE AR e B A R B R e AR AR A B (B T R TR &
T AR T BUEAR BRI A IERY "R BYEOET o Y

Gethin #ft—050 K | EEHIRL | AERENVRE AR HE - it

i [ BRI R ERHAIRE - SRR AR Ky T R ALY
o o ERE (EE M B RN e — B () B9fEEA - 2 Gethin Y
BREE > @k T A8, 2R TERE ) RN E RS "
(EfE B2 EHRE « LEFHIE S - B AL TBEESEE) 1E
AT 2 SR A LI [ —— e 5 B2 5 ——7 dukkha - ff

T
o

6 S AR ] B M E G E BT A2 EIAY & 2 IR LR AP T AT
(prarififieyya) Ayei——- [ IR H0@RT - | ° #5 > Gethin fRIZ(HE
PUEEEE AT o IR TR B TR RS LR T 695k
FredmaiE Bm - il AR (IRAEE - I, BT -
G bl EEHRETREEE  GRAEERR | EE ) ROE
GPORER T (kusala) -

FF R EE LR B B R S K 0 [ R, A
B &iE TRk ELLATEL T BT Ry o (B Gethin HYER AL ATAE

|

WOEbEE o H 183 ¢

2[5 E5E - H 184 ¢ Gethin £25] » 55— Z AU RERE2E2E Peter Harvey 17
HERENEZE » 25 Harvey F3# Introduction to Buddhist Ethics - Foundations,
Values and Issues. Cambridge University Press, 2000,p.296 °

1 “Tam  kho panidam  dukkham  ariyasaccam parififieyyan’ti = —

Dhammacakkapavattanasutta in Samyutta Nikaya ({FEEES « EUEHGHLS)) »
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2 TEptE BT RELLAT ) VRS EE - SEEEE LIV SRR
RESCPRREY R A > T T EVOAT ) EHEE) T RCEA ) EETRAVEN - R
IREEFIAEER - (RPERE RsERTZ e T VLA ) AVMEEARHE - T2
& etk o BRIt > T EEAURAE ) AE BERSE - B - A
A2 B ARy T &8 AFRERE > WLEESS TR A8
JOFTERRARTRGE © SEAGRBETTMELAAYE SR LTS 2 A5 o] DU I f
HAtE H—20VEE » (BAIRGRESHIH SR &R A > AREE - BifE
Ry R B TACE ) FTAEERY TR ) EETRE THYL o R
AR UL SRR R "I, - SRV A R
TR BB L 0 TR R T ISR R
BTt T —/ N SR M 4EEE LR BT B AR AR AR UL
‘ERREBIRAE N KA R ERET -

(Z) RRMEFEALMEEZITTSER

(RER - ORGES) S0l —(ESEE ST
EHEAAMAER LT BREH - T A LB AEREE
Lo NMBEFIRAY) - B — (080 - 2k T KRR ) - IRRE TR

Woan (ofmEmits - STEM) PrE A S R S SRR - SRR
Rt > PREEEIR VY ERT > RRG > P EEREATED - B TE -
AR AT I BB e A - SUBAE R ~ 5E - EE
BRAUS S MEE - REED - %008 « TCEE ey - R -
WIHANET - SEREISERR B2 - REER A » 8RS HAZ MW -

(CBETA 2023.Q3, T30, no. 1579, p. 517b6-13 )

Y ORER (et sy - EE) DUk A sRATAYAHREET 5 > 2 A Jenkins,
Stephen. “On the Auspiciousness of Compassionate Violence” in Jounal of the
International Association of Buddhist Studies (vol. 33 2011), pp. 299-332 -
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B OIS NS R G 3 L e > A RIEE R E M
BEE R RO o R RAE RN B4 . TSR
B > AEEESeESas ? ) BT EXRE - e T AR
N& - By ha ANGESa ) - BRI EAST
FE T NERE NS M - Mg ALen - fItEA - Nk
AMR - RAERE T RS EARL - WURRIE NS - BT T EE
R EER L - o e T RTAETRMER S (E > B A EA
SERLEA o RAER T IEEALL - HTARRETTE RS T H 5
A FE 2 B B A 2 1% WA AR - W E(E SRR ERIER
CHvimAmstce « STEf) RN RIRER © TS EiE TSI - R
AL - BEERC L  HIEEE - RyERECRAEM R - DIHRGC
dn « HERE » N ETERERTED  EZIE -
HEN (REELE - JORTT G ) sREIREE @R & T hi 1kt AfE
R BERE OAk TS A MU - (HIER RS TR AT
H A AR - RAEEE MBI P - ST 50

6 (REMEL . ARG ES) 5 =1/ = (CBETA 2023.Q1, T11, no. 310, p.
604b24-605a6 ) °

7 (HrfinETist s ) (T30, no. 1579, p. 517b13-17 ) « Hf ) > #F2E H, Unrai Wogihara
Y BX HY  Bodhisattvabhiimi. “evam aSayo bodhisattvas tam praninam
kusalacitto ’vyakrtacitto va viditva rtiyamanah anukampacittam evayatyam
upadaya jivitad vyaparopayati / anapattiko bhavati bahu ca punyam prasiyate.”
A EES[ B 7Y Jenkins, Stephen. “On the Auspiciousness of Compassionate
Violence” in Jounal of the International Association of Buddhist Studies (vol. 33
2011), pp. 299-332 » fllzE 9 © 1F Jenkins HYSZEEH » 7% (Hanfnbmitse - S5
Hh) DAk AT SmEmny R 5 e A i — P HIEEET -
Jenkins(2011) - filzE 9 -
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AFEZ S (SEHRAMIINE - [FE0Y - (Eainehites ) el f e
EEEE > FFEEREFM - 2RMEFEAR - BEEMATR
iy fétémél}ﬂ {E BB RTARCAVIUACAR [E] > NER ZETR - RIATR
ZUE -

BTN EF AR EHN SRR A B ENEEE ? E5TR
RAEEE S B A RIS E R R E R i A B R R L BT 7 (F
73 o MiEAEARIEZ A (RAEEE B HRCE N REE ML) - "TEE
TERGERE T > B EOAERARD - RABMATTT R A ERE > fiEF]
AER TETT IR o AN EERRRMEZT] RBER , I

= FEITR  GREEELRE TR BB E R SRR —
FRE PR AR TR D fRageEaR > RN ARSI B
Rt » FEERA RO ER - RSEEAEIRL EERTEE - BRFT—RL
RINEEARLE - FEZIEREE © EAHN HN RENEE - BN
FE MR KRR -

FRPRMT ER P - RETA = RHVAAE B G At - B LRSS
RESR > AR R AR PREL TR MBS A - T RS (1A
BEEAENTRAS ((TRISREIENSE (ERRER) - MEER &
1L

= ERIRERVEZTE

BEARBBH T ~ BAEARSEEEZEA R - LEitfE > BIER
SEMNRAETRTEE - Al R E T g TS =0
SEZACENTT - B0 (&) 7Y (R EE L ALEE) (Cakkavatti-sthanada

El

© BE IS ERA 2 OB MR B E SR T 2EREEL (i EsAs
ZOHBUREEE) o (PEGRESE) 5 114 > 1998 - H 9-48 -
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Sutta)

FoFAPEAPFIFIINRIG DE NI EALE "%
EIC - sfg;i%%ﬁ %‘i«, TR rﬁﬁgéc 0 AR ek gL ER A B ke
itk oo AR T 4 e o BF PR RE S )
PR BT B RR EE T oo § A PR AR HkE 2
o A PR EARREIRBIEA > HEHER B o1

XA ERLL R B R - 5 —firMahasilavalsl] £ & [ RIS B 1
I AR T B A A+ 18R B O SRR - 28
1 > HRBIERZEARL » RS % p BB T RSB AT - 2 BE2R
B TR SR T R & A - EIRtE R RIAE FRAE AL
HITEAYEE R -

SN L BDL P B 40 B SR BH AU TE A THIET DA S BH 1A= A B
FIEBNE B « Bl (EE) 09 GEEtEARLL)  (Agafifa Sutta)
FEEEENHEIEAAIEAR A% (dhammen’eva no adhammena )

Vasettha ! 7'353’}5 - RAdoREgA o p e G AR B A
Ko RIS E EPRR B SR B R G o FiptkenT 5 £AF
A MA R F R RE F ot LGt 2RI o

FE o W S BT~ GREE ~ T) (danda) B LaYAL G

Vasettha | {4 &+ % B - 42w " &2 (papaka) B4 A% i

19 B (EEB) Digha Nikaya Il pp. 65-71 - 528 FlI52 R, Collins, Steven.1998.
Nirvana and Other Buddhist Felicities: Utopias of the Pali Imaginaire.
Cambridge: Cambridge University Press. Ghoshal, U. N. 1966, pp. 602-615.

2 Bodhi, Bhikkhu. “War and Peace: A Buddhist Perspective,” Inquiring Mind Vol.
30, No. 2, 2014, pp. 5-7.
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L AP RZE D - A A o R AT 4 S R

;zz.’;tff;;fprﬁ/k N ﬂvj;\?];g,@tm] ?IJ:rrJA o FiprE A A~ AR e ;,vfyv

B RS A BGE T - Rt R B VR AR R4 o
WA o B E R TGRSR A BRI DA

SHECS LR R R R R

AN (HEB) 7Y CRAEERZE) (Mahaparinibbana Sutta ) ﬂﬁmﬁ?%
TR RS » IRE SRR RIS TR EZEAER - (—) &K%
e~ () BOREEREES B DURRIEERR ~ (=) RKEENHIE
RAHIRE > ELHIEE BEER » (G EE E EfEfE > F4hiE ~ (1) 4
REMOEKEEREZ OGS (1) AEESGRIEZEL ~ (%) At

20 g5 EEE G R 8 affataro satto lolajatiko sakam bhagam parirakkhanto
afifiataram bhagam adinnam adiyitva paribhufiji. Tamenam aggahesum, gahetva
etadavocum: 'papakam vata bho satta karosi, yatra hi nama sakam bhagam
parirakkhanto afifiataram bhagam adinnam adiyitva paribhuiijissasi ...Massii bho
satta punapi evaripamakast'ti. Afifie panina paharimsu, afifie leddunal paharimsu,
afifie dandena paharimsu. Tadagge kho pana vasettha adinnadanam pafinayati,
garaha panfiayati, musavado pafifayati, dandadanam panfiayati.

12, Atha kho te vasettha satta sannipatimsu, sannipatitva anutthunimsu "papaka
vata bho dhamma sattesu patubhuta, .... Yannina mayam ekam sattam
sammanneyyama, yo no samma khiyitabbam khiyeyya, samma gaharitabbam

garaheyya, samma pabbajetabbam pabbajeyya. ....

atha kho te vasettha satta yo nesam satto abhirlipataro ca dassaniyataro ca
pasadikataro ca mahesakkhataro ca, tam sattam upasankamitva etadavocum: ehi
bho satta, samma khiyitabba khiyam, samma garahitabbam garaham, samma
pabbajetabbam pabbajehi. Mayam pana te salinam bhagam anuppadassamati.
(Digha nikaya 11 pp. 92-93)
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2 2 B An, Yang-Gyu (translated). The Buddha’s Last Days: Buddhaghosa’s
Commentary on the Mahaparinibbana Sutta. Pali Text Society Publication (2003)
p. 98.

2 Bhikkhu Bodhi, “I admit that I can’t justify my standpoint by appeal to Buddhist
texts, whether canonical or commentarial. It thus seems to me that the ethics of
early Buddhism simply do not cover all the predicaments of the human situation.
Perhaps that was never their intention.” (Bodhi, Bhikkhu. “War and Peace: A
Buddhist Perspective,” Inquiring Mind Vol. 30, No. 2, 2014, pp. 5-7.)
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