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A Discussion of Faxin and Motivation of the
Bodhisattvabhiimi-siitra with an Explanation of Abraham

H. Maslow’s Theory of Motivation

TSENG, Chih-mien Adrian
Assistant Professor, Department of Buddhist Studies, Fo Guang
University

Abstract

Faxin 2%, fa putixin 3£353¢.0, or arousing the mind of
intention to achieve enlightenment, is required for a practice of
bodhisattva path. However, what is a cause that inspires faxin to
arise? Is the cause innate? Or, is it acquired through a practice of
bodhisattva path? These questions are issues that the paper will
explore. As for a practice of bodhisattva path, the paper suggests
that faxin contains double meanings, which are motivation and
action. Faxin in terms of maintaining a practice of bodhisattva path
is considered as “motivation.” Faxin in terms of inspiring buddha-
seed, or fozhong xing {#fE1E, to form a practice of bodhisattva
path is considered as “action.” The paper will focus discussions on
meanings and roles of zhongxing f&EE, or seed nature, and faxin
of bodhisattva path of the Bodhisattvabhiimi-sitra, as well as the
relationship among zhongxing, faxin and the practice of bodhisattva
path. Furtherly, the potentiality of faxin as well as the “motivation”

of faxin of the sutra will be explained in reference to Abraham H.
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Maslow’s (1908 — 1970) theory of motivation, in particular to the
relationship between motivation and personality. The paper hopes
to open a possibility to have some dialogue between Buddhism on

the level of samsaric world and Psychology in the future.

Critical terms: motivation, seed nature (zhong xing),
Bodhisattvabhiimi-sitra, Buddhism and Psychology, faxin, fa

putixin.



