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Abstract 

On the “Sacred Painting of Hades” (“Rokud zu”) of Yamato Bunkakan, Nara, Japan, 

a goddess intervenes the judgement in the 4th register and welcomes and sees off the 

soul(s) of the donor(s) of this painting, in the 1st register. This goddess may have been 

influenced by Zoroastrian da n . According to Sogdian document So 14731, when a 

man with righteous soul (’rt’w rw’nh) dies, his own actions (’krtyh), as a facing god 

 

On the mortuary banner MIK III 6286 side 1 (?), the image of 

symbolizes her righteous soul (Buddha-nature), and the eighteen small female busts on 

the crown of the Virgin of Light symbolize the good actions of the deceased persons. 

On the embroidered silk MIK III 6251, the lotus bud held in the right hand of Virgin of 

Light symbolizes the Buddha-nature (freed light) of the deceased persons, and the 

eighteen small female busts on her halo also symbolize the good deeds done by the 

deceased persons during their lifetime. Lightning Buddha of Hymnscroll can be 

identified with “Maiden of Light (kan  r �an t ri), (who also is the) God(dess) of 

ri)” of Uygur text Pelliot Chinois 3049 [A]. k n-ni  of 

Xiapu text Sijizan “Praise of the Four Entities of Calmness” is transliteration of qnyg 

[kan g] (Virgin (of Light) of Parthian text M 1367. A hymn in Xiapu text Mani the 

Buddha of Light praises “k n-ni luo- i n Real Master of Great 

Heaven—Lightning Royal Buddha.” It confirms that Lightning Royal Buddha is 

identified with Virgin of Light because k n-ni luo- i n is transliteration of Parthian 

 
 Librarian for Chinese collection, Harvard-Yenching Library, Harvard University, USA. 
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 (Virgin of Light). In the “Diagram of Universe,” private 

collection, Japan, on the lower left side of the judgment scene there is a red cloud on 

which three figures stand. Two of them depicted in profile are righteous souls of hearers 

and the third in full frontal view is soul of an elect. The two haloed heads in the hands 

of the Lightning Royal Buddha on the left side symbolize their good deeds. The 

Lightning Royal Buddha let the righteous souls with their good deeds ascend to the 

Realm of Light. The status of Lightning Royal Buddha is much higher than that of a 

the souls and let the souls welcome by their own good deeds and directly ascend Pure 

Land according to “Memorial to the Founders of the Religion” of Xiapu text Manual of 

Memorial, Notification, Mandate and Statement. Xiliwei altar in Fuqing County, Fujian 

Province, preserves the portrait of Lightning Royal Buddha who has been more 

Sinicized. 

 

 Manichaeism, Lightning Buddha, documents and paintings from 

Dunhuang and Turpan, Fujian religious documents. 
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