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The Journey and Prospects of Buddhist Ethics

Shih, Chao-hwei*

Abstract

This article briefly describes my journey of learning and reflection and
systematic construction of “Buddhist Ethics”, and offers encouragement and
suggestions for the beginners in this field.

In the process of learning and reflection, I have been deeply blessed by
Catholicism. First, [ was invited by Father Lu Da-Cheng to teach at Fu Jen
Catholic University. Later, I was invited by Father Lu to teach “Buddhist
Ethics” and thus completed my first book of ethics Because of this teaching
opportunity, I combine Western “Ethics” and “Moral Theology” to construct
a systematic theory of “Buddhist Ethics.” Later, those comparative studies
and rational dialogues with various ethical schools or moral theology makes
my ethical thinking become more rigorous.

In terms of theory construction, I tackle Hume’s “is-ought problem”,
and take “natural law” and “natural moral law” as the general clue, and
comprehensively observe Greek philosophy and Western ethical theology, as
well as Eastern Confucianism, Taoism, and the systematic theory of
Buddhism to analyze the key theoretical differences between different
schools or religions.

For the beginners in the field of “Buddhist Ethics”, there is a variety of

* Director of the Center for Study of Buddhism in Taiwan and Professor and Chair
of the Department of Religion and Culture, Hsuan Chuang University
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issues to be dealt with, this journey will be fruitful and promising. Secondly,
I remind them to cherish all kinds of “dialogue” opportunities, for these
dialogues can bring about “brainstorming” effects. My final suggestion is: at
the beginner stage, constructing a systematic theory is not necessary, but you

must have your own opinions and propose a set of reasoned arguments.

Keywords: Systematic theory, Ethics, Moral theology, Buddhist ethics,

Natural moral law
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