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Ethical Reflections on the Distribution of
Buddhist Charitable Resources: From Buddhist
Teachings in the Texts to Tzu Chi’s Practices

Lin, Chien-te*

Abstract:

“Distribution” is a challenge all social groups face, including Buddhist
charitable organizations. When the needs are great and resources are limited,
how to distribute fairly or reasonably becomes a question for Buddhist ethics.
This paper first points out the potential tension between justice and charity.
The main concern of this paper is how to avoid causing further harm because
of injustice in the charitable giving process. Secondly, based on Buddhist
scriptures, this paper explores how Buddhism views the priority and principles
of giving. It is found that although the giver will gain different levels of merit
for the different recipients of giving, the motivation and mentality of the giver
are more emphasized. The purity of the giver and receiver’s intentions and the
overall conditions and circumstances of giving are also considered. Thirdly,
taking the Tzu Chi Foundation as an example of Buddhist charitable practice,
Tzu Chi emphasizes self-discipline and strict financial management and
adopts the principles of “timeliness, directness, focus, respect, and
practicality” for disaster relief, which also reflects the Buddhist perspective

on resource allocation . Finally, the conclusion is that “distributive justice” in

* Distinguished Professor and Director, Institute of Religion and Humanities Buddhist
Tzu-Chi University
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Buddhist charity starts from compassion and takes into account fairness and
justice to ensure the appropriate distribution of charitable resources. In
charitable work, in addition to prioritizing those most in need, charity is seen
as a practice of benefiting self and others, as well as self-liberation and
liberating others. When compassion and justice are both considered, a
Bodhisattva’s compassion can be fully realized.

Keywords: Buddhist charity, just distribution, giving, intention is foremost,

Tzu Chi disaster relief
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138th-international-olympic-committee-session.
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