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A Study on the Causes, Conditions and Impact of
the the Abbacy of Chan Master Jude Hongli
(1600-1667)’s at Jingshan Monastery: Discussion
Centered on the “Received. Invitation Letters”

SHI, Fachuang
Researcher, Zen Culture Research Center, Shanghai-University

Director, the Library of Jingshan Temple, Hangzhou

Abstract

The Recorded Sayings of Chan Master Judeis a rare, early Qing Dynasty
Chan text formerly held in the Capital Library in Beijing. The first half of the
text contains twenty letters written by local ‘officials, gentry, and dharma-
companions to Sanfeng School —=UE&JK Chan master Jude Hongli H.1E5/18
during the Kangxi period: These letters~were primarily. concerned with
inviting master Jude to.take on the abbotship of Jingshan monastery 1% 1LI=F
in Hangzhou. Thus, they are collectively titled ‘the “Received Invitation
Letters.” Throughout history, the internal operations of monasteries have often
been obscure to outsiders. How were abbotship appointments made at eminent
Chan monasteries? How were Chan masters invited to take on leadership roles
and propagate the Dharma? This article examines the case of Chan master
Jude, using the letters collected in his Recorded Sayings to investigate the
causes and conditions surrounding a renowned Chan monastery inviting a

Chan master to become its abbot in early Qing Jiangnan. This article further
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demonstrates how a well-known Chan master’s social relationship with the
laity, formed through their interactions, played a role in revitalizing a famous
Chan monastery, restoring the monastic system, and supporting the Chan
master’s successful monastic administration. Lastly, by examining the
biographical and textual content of master Jude’s Recorded Sayings, this
article explores the literary value, textual characteristics, and impact of this

precious work.

Keywords: Jude Hongli, Recorded Sayings, Abbet, the Received Invitation

Letters, Jingshan monastery
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