Be kLB E R HOR M by SR A ——
VI o EpE R R a3 B o8

B2
AP SRR P ARBI GRS TR E A T

w OE

WEE (AD. 384-414) BHEIEVERT (A.D. 1906-2005) 7257 HllE & 1E
PR EBOSREE B 2 A [FIFGEERYEE A Y - i fiRERs T80 —T
AEF > BRABLHFEE - HIFARE S BEHHREIAETS A
FEMNERERA - BEOKPRBCEN AR - hER G
W R B HIE R - i) DUER TEiEmEL , RHERE - FHEE
VIt S B E ST - IR T T AR EBIEE GBS AR |
AR - il RAvGEE - e CREZEm ) RS
R UL BERIZE 2R - B DUEY T ERIRITHY TSR ) B8 - Al
B > AHIE - = NERERRESED - &% B B TmE

" OARS20244FE9 H S H CITE SRRt FUB SR e ~ PEIUE R R A
B T EEARAMFUERRE ) 0 1B PR RIS R
PREREE - PITER A EE ML ERIMEE e MR EBETE R - A
SCHES DU B OB IR EN S i ARAS o 2 B AT T AR - BEREBEIHE -



-40- EXHREEH FH+ LY

B RAUE SR HALEY - BRI E B AT S5 (2 R
ENFE (A i o Pl ey #e B EE Rk - ASCLUENIRARTFT a7
Z A HBOT AT , G RER MG EHRERGA
B (R BB SR HUAERY - SR B AL BRI AR - Y
OIESR 2 EEEEA ~ Al 2 B R 2 228 DUROR S
HEALZEZFERARE RN £ " fhEBRE HESHEE
B BT T DR REIE - BT S 2 R HVENI AR A
BACH TR MEE T T EREHRES ZBLEMEEE
FEFHRERT S A FA SRR - SRS G R
BB ) ANEEERRETIEE R -

BRI © ENEUAAD ~ (458 - BERHER ~ o 2e ~ AEER B EOR
AT RE



The Gap Between Dharma and the Reality of
the Buddhist Community:
Centering on the Discourses of
Seng-zhao and Master Yin-shun

Teong-chuan Toh

Associate Professor cum Head of Department (Kampar Campus),
Universiti Tunku Abdul Rahman (UTAR), Malaysia

Abstract

Seng-zhao (f&2&, A.D. 384-414) and Master Yin-shun (ENIE, A.D. 1906-
2005) were prominent intellectual figures who lived during markedly
different periods in the extensive history of Chinese Buddhism. They
were separated by nearly 1,500 years and had similarities and
differences in their roles during different periods in history of Chinese
Buddhism. In the first half of the 20™ century, a period during which
Chinese Buddhism had long been in decline and the Dharma was
perceived to be waning, Master Yin-shun undertook a dedicated
inquiry into Indian Buddhism with the aim of tracing the origins and
historical development of Buddhist doctrine. His initial goal was to
pursue “authentic Dharma”, but he then became concerned about the
reality of the Buddhist community in which he lived, and raised the

issue of “gap between the Dharma and the reality of the Buddhist
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community” ({35 A B B Fh R R EERE) as a contemporary concern.
Fifteen centuries prior, Seng-zhao, in his Treatise on the Sanyatd of the
Unreal (“KRE.Z55), articulated the concept of Siinyata in accordance
with Nagarjuna's Madhyamaka philosophy, employing it to critique the
prevailing doctrines of the Six Prajia Schools (7557). Both Seng-zhao
and Master Yin-shun, deeply influenced by Nagarjuna’s thought,
offered critiques of contemporary Chinese Buddhist intellectual
trends, arguing that prevailing interpretations deviated from the
principles of early Indian Buddhist texts. This paper is analyzed Seng-
zhao's critique of Prajiia thought during the Jin Dynasty through the
lens of Master Yin-shun's concept of the “gap between the Dharma and
the reality of the Buddhist community”. It argues that Seng-zhao,
drawing upon his understanding of Nagarjuna s concept of emptiness,
challenged and sought to rectify the biases inherent in the Hsin-wu
Sect’s (/[ »#E5E) subjective cognition, the Chi-se Sect’s (B[l & 5%)
overly objectified view of phenomena, and the Pen-wu Sect’s (74
) reification of emptiness as an ontological principle. These critiques
can be interpreted as addressing a “gap between the Dharma and the
reality of the Buddhist community”, a concern mirrored in Master Yin-
shun’s own efforts to critique contemporary Chinese Buddhism based
on his interpretation of canonical Dharma. While acknowledging the
distinct historical contexts, this paper is demonstrated a consistent
expression of scholarly concern for the integrity of the Buddhist

community across these two figures.

Keywords: Master Yin-shun, Seng-zhao, Nagarjuna Studies, the
emptiness of Prajiia, gap between the Dharma and the

reality of the Buddhist community
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