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An inquiry of the practicing theories of emptiness in
the Treatise on the Eighteen Aspects of Emptiness

Su-chi Yeh

PhD student, Department of Philosophy,
National Taiwan University

Abstract

The paper is based on the former part of the Treatise on the
Eighteen Aspects of Emptiness, which concerns the interpretations and
practices of the eighteen kinds of emptiness, revealing the blueprint of
its structure of practice within the context of the Yogacara School.
The original order of the eighteen kinks of emptiness was changed in
this treatise for the sake of moving toward a more coherently
consecutive practicing process. The concept of substance and function
was applied to the systems of Dharma practice. The eighteen kinds of
emptiness are divided into two groups, namely, the substance of
emptiness and the function of emptiness. The former six kinds of
emptiness are classified as the substance of emptiness. The seventh to

the fourteenth kinds of emptiness are classified as the function of
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emptiness. The fourteenth and fifteenth kinds of emptiness are
subsumed under the former fourteen kinds of emptiness. The
seventeenth and the eighteenth kinds of emptiness are respectively the
substance of emptiness and the function of emptiness. Moreover, the
annotations on each kind of emptiness have their own emphasis,
reflecting the distinctive features of the Yogacara'’s theoretical

framework for the practice of emptiness.

Keywords: Treatise on the Eighteen Aspects of Emptiness, eighteen
kinds of emptiness, subtance of emptiness, function of
emptiness, Yogacara, Treatise on Discriminating the Middle

and the Extremes
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