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Sourcebook on Buddhism in Mainland China
1949-1967 and its Anonymous Editor
Mr. Hwi-Kai Hsiao

Lawrence Y.K. Lau®

Abstract

During the seven decades under Chinese Communist Party (CCP)’s
Regime since 1949, Chinese Buddhism had gone through its most difficult
period with rapid changing of 1950-1970’s. But the primary sources of this
period are extremely rare that hardly to have research able be carried out. So
far only the Sourcebook on Buddhism in Mainland China 1949-1967 was
published in 1968. It is compiled by Hong Kong Buddhist Association and
Hong Kong Buddhist Sangha Association, which are the mainstream
Buddhist organizations of the British colony during the peak period of the
Cold War, along with the Preface for the volume prepared by the monastic
leader of two organizations. The Sourcebook has nearly 600 pages, with
450,000 characters, while up to 90% of its content is CCP’s various types of
documents about Buddhism in China. Thus, although the studies on it are
limited, but it is still one of the most significant materials of the period. The
article is composed of two sections. Firstly, a concise analysis on the content
of the volume. Secondly, description on the personal background and
connection with Taiwan and Buddhism of Hwi-Kai Hsiao, the anonymous
editor of the Sourcebook. Further explanation of Hsiao’s mentalities on
politics, religion (Buddhism) and scholarship will be carried out as well. The
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conclusion is a prolegomena for the further analysis which is based on the
result achieved by the present article with relocating the issue in a new
horizon.

Keywords: Hwi-Kai Hsiao, Sourcebook on Buddhism in Mainland China
1949-1967, Union Press, Hong Kong Buddhism, cultural Cold
War
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