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The Humanistic Pure Land by Master Yin Shun’s
Proposition: Based on the Argument between Old
and New Pure Lands

Shi, Chan-lin*

Abstract

Buddhism offers various methods of practice, among which the Pure
Land practice is considered the simplest. However, there has been some
controversy regarding whether the Pure Land sought by this practice refers to
the Pure Land after death. This debate arose when Master Yin Shun advocated
for a Pure Land in the human realm. Traditional supporters of the old Pure
Land thought strongly opposed this view, considering it problematic and even
reacted strongly against it. The question is whether this strong opposition is
justified and what exactly Master Yin Shun’s proposition entails. This article
aims to further clarify these points.

To address this question, the article will discuss the origin of Master Yin
Shun’s concept of a Pure Land in the human realm, analyze the contentions
between the old and new Pure Land perspectives, and finally confirm Master
Yin Shun’s true stance on the concept of a Pure Land in the human realm.

From the aforementioned discussion, it is evident that Master Yin Shun
advocated for a Pure Land in the human realm, with the aspiration of
transforming the human realm into a Pure Land. Through this aspiration and

practice, the Pure Land emphasized in the traditional Pure Land practice could

* Ph.D. student, Institute of Oriental Humanities and Thought, Huafan University
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be realized in the human realm. Therefore, the emphasis of attaining the Pure
Land is not solely after death but can also be achieved in the human realm.
This is the construction of a Pure Land in the human realm emphasized by
Master Yin Shun and represents the most complete realization of the concept

that “when the mind is pure, the land is pure.”

Keywords: Master Yin-Shun, Old and New Pure Land, Humanistic Pure
Land, rebirth in pure land
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