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Preliminarily on the Perspectives between
Confucianism and Buddhism to the Disputes of
Same-sex Marriage: Starting from Chao-hwei
Shih’s Arguments of Equal Marriage

Lai, Ko-chu*

Abstract

This essay attempts to preliminarily investigate Confucian and Buddhist
positions and perspectives to the issue of equal marriage in gender ethics, and
also to see how they respectively respond to the attack against same-sex
marriage (including homosexuality) from some people in modern society. The
arguments of this essay are as follows. (1) Confucianism and Buddhism share
the same concepts which are personal equality and dignity, but not in the same
conceptions, as the grounds to respond to the foregoing attacks. (2) The biases
of some people in general are attributed to unwilling to be open-minded but
remaining in the old ruts, and dogmatically regarding themselves as infallible.
(3) The fundamental causes to lead (2) are rooted in their ignorance of the
boundary between morality and non-morality, as well as their

misunderstanding and misusing the concepts of morals and customs.

Keyword: Confucianism, Buddhism, personal equality, dignity, same-sex

marriage
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