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Contemporary Development and Practice
of “Humanistic Buddhism”
Education in Chinese Buddhism in Thailand

Ven. Sheng Yin *

ABSTRACT

Buddhism is the traditional religion of Thailand, with 93.5% of the population of
66.17 million people being Buddhists. Today, Buddhism in Thailand is predominantly
Theravada, but the arrival of monastics from Vietnam and China has led to the creation
of two sects of Chinese Buddhism, the Anam Nikaya (%57 ) and the Jin Nikaya ( #£5%).
In addition, in the last two decades, Taiwanese Buddhist groups have come to Thailand
to set up new monasteries and spread the thought of “Humanistic Buddhism”, creating a
diverse Chinese Buddhist landscape.

The question of “what is the influence of ‘Humanistic Buddhism’ abroad” is
becoming a valuable topic of study. In the study of Chinese Buddhist beliefs in Southeast
Asia, few systematic studies integrate the social history of religion and Buddhist
literature. The main difference between this article and previous studies is that it focuses
on the history and development of “Humanistic Buddhism” in contemporary Thailand,
especially in the Thai Buddhist context, in the hope of providing a more objective and
comprehensive understanding, which is the motivation for this study.

This article adopts “HTF ** (i.e. “history”, “text”, and “fieldwork”) research
methods as advocated by Daniel Overmyer. An exploration of Master Tai Xu’s
educational philosophy of “Humanistic Buddhism” and its interaction with Chinese
Buddhism in Thailand through historical and Buddhist literature, and then explores the
development and practice of “Humanistic Buddhism” through fieldwork while taking

education as an example to show that Chinese Buddhism in Thailand is in line with the

* Doctoral student International Buddhist College (Thailand)
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characteristics of “Humanistic Buddhism”. Finally, this article examines the current
situation of the localization of “Humanistic Buddhism” in Thailand and argues that this

approach is the future trend in the promotion of Buddhism.

Keywords: Chinese Buddhism of Thai, Tai Xu, “Humanistic Buddhism”, Buddhist
Education, Anam Nikaya, Jin Nikaya
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