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The Development and Practice of “Humanistic Buddhism”
in Modern Chinese Buddhism in Thailand:
A Perspective of “Symbolic Interactionism”

Sheng-Yin (Shi, Yaoyuan)
Ph. D. Candidate, International Buddhist College (Thailand)

Abstract

The impact of Humanistic Buddhism abroad is an essential topic of
study. However, few systematic studies integrate the social history of religion
and Buddhist literature when studying Chinese Buddhist beliefs in Southeast
Asia. Therefore, this paper’s primary aim is to provide a more objective and
comprehensive understanding of the history and development of Humanistic
Buddhism in contemporary Thailand, particularly within the context of Thai
Buddhism. This paper also adopts the research method of “history, text, and
fieldwork” (HTF) as advocated by Daniel Overmyer. To understand Chinese
Buddhism in Thailand, the author conducted two years of fieldwork from August
2020 to November 2022, observing the interaction between Chinese Buddhism
and Humanistic Buddhism in Thailand. Through interviews with temple leaders,
laypeople, members of the Thanon Yaowarat Chinese community in Bangkok,
and conference participants, the author identified three macro social and
cultural structures of Chinese Humanistic Buddhism: “Folk: Life and Death,”
“Inclusiveness: Form and Emptiness,” and “Pragmatism: Yin and Yang,” which
are also symbols. Furthermore, this paper focuses on how the integration of “Life
and Death,” “Form and Emptiness,” and “Yin and Yang” relates to the microcosm
of Chinese Humanistic Buddhism in Thailand, based on the theory of “Symbolic
Interactionism.”

Keywords: Chinese Buddhism in Thailand, Humanistic Buddhism, Anam Nikaya,
Jin Nikaya, Symbolic Interactionism
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