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Acceptance Speech for the 38th Niwano Peace Prize—
“ It is in the distant land that all devotion forgathers

Venerable Shi Chao-hwei

Immense gratitude springs from my heart at the honor of receiving the 38th Niwano
Peace Prize.

First of all, | would like to express my sincere gratitude and respect to the Niwano
Peace Foundation and especially to its founder Mr. Nikkyo Niwano. With his extraordinary
vision and powerful support, Mr. Niwano has been advocating for peaceful activities that
are based on the spirit of religion yet beyond the boundaries of religious sectarianism. The
Niwano Foundation precisely provides a solid platform for this purpose. The chairman of
the foundation, Dr. Hiroshi Munehiro Niwano, his team and the judges who carefully evalu-
ate and select the winner use this annual announcement and award ceremony to encour-
age individuals who dedicate themselves to the peace activities that this foundation has
long sought to endorse.

Believers from all faith traditions naturally consider their religion to be the best, as a
result interfaith dialogue has never been easy. Therefore, for people to act beyond their
religion or sect, faith leaders and scholars must return to the rational foundation of their
religion’s theoretical underpinnings and reflect upon them. This way we are able to build a
pluralistic (or, at least, an inclusive) system for all theological beliefs including Buddhist
philosophy.

Furthermore, the emotional foundation for going beyond the boundaries of religion and
faith depends on genuine interfaith friendship which emerges naturally through interaction
and cooperation and moves us toward achieving a great shared vision.

*%* K3k K3k ksk

The mission that religion accomplishes is greater than personal enlightenment or sal-
vation;-it can create a movement to reach world peace.

However, without vision and broad-mindedness to accept that we are one family—
irrespective of faith traditions, religious sects, gender, hierarchy, ethnicity, country and
even species—human rationality and conscience could surrender to and be hypnotized by
powerful, passionate language and leaders could lead followers astray. If this were the
case, religion could also be “the troublemaker that hinders world peace”.

Some religious terrorists who quote holy scriptures out of context and misuse these
quotes to justify their behaviour instigate massacre and oppress those of different ethnici-
ties, castes, religious beliefs, even followers of other sects of the same religion. These
atrocities that drip blood and tears become history.
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he inferior sex. They discriminate and suppress women and unfortunately become ob-
stacles to the evolution of human ethics. Why? Because this gender order that originated
from religious doctrines, when strictly observed prevents women from taking clergy jobs.
This in turn influences female practitioners within such a system as well all its religious fol-
lowers. These distroted views are often caused by feelings of inferiority that sometimes are
masked by arrogance and hinder the holistic development of all involved. This phenomenon
also challenges the social values of equity and justice.

Likewise, there are huge groups of religious people who manipulate words from holy
texts to prove the iniquity of homosexuality. Some of them bully gays and lesbians with cruel
means; some have forced gay people to go through conversion therapy, which causes tor-
ment. Some of them abuse democracy and practice violence by verbally abusing the gay
community citing “freedom of speech”. Some even use social media as their platform for
false accusation and vilification of gay people in order to deprive them of their legal rights. In
addition to gays and lesbians, other gender minorities are often targets of their hostility.

Moreover, some people exploit, slaughter and use animals as offerings,trophies and
guinea pigs indicating their belief in human superiority. The notion of speciesism causes the
suffering of countless animals.

The vision and mindset that rise beyond religion, sect, gender, hierarchy, ethnicity, coun-
try and species lay an important foundation for peace in the world. The Niwano Foundation
dedicates its efforts towards this goal and the Japanese society supports this foundation with
open-mindedness. Personally, | bear deep gratitude to the leader, the jury and the team at
The Niwano Foundation, as well as Japanese citizens who support their vision.

*%* K3k K3k Kok

| would also like to use this opportunity to pay homage and extend my sincere gratitude
to the founder of the International Network of Engaged Buddhists (INEB) and a pioneer in
Thailand’s movement for democracy—NMr. Ajarn Sulak Sivaraksa. In my mind, Ajarn has al-
ways been an exemplar and hero in both practicing the Bodhisattva Path and advocating for
democracy. The strength and integrity he demonstrates as an intellect reminds me of a fa-
mous quote from ancient Chinese culture—“One cannot be corrupted no matter rich or no-
ble; one cannot be swerved from his principle regardless of poverty and humbleness; neither
threats nor forces make him succumb.”As someone junior to him, | deeply thank him for his
firm support in each and every way.

The International Network of Engaged Buddhists Ajarn founded has gathered like-
minded practitioners of engaged Buddhism in every part of the world. Through the Network’s
activities of interfaith cooperation and mutual support (both online and offline), | have wit-
nessed a light of hope toward eliminating the suffering of all beings.

*%* K3k K3k &k

| offerspecial appreciation and tremendous gratitude, as well, toward Master Yin Shun—
my honorable teacher who passed away sixteen years ago. His philosophy of Buddhism for
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the World crosses the barriers of different religions and sects and echoes the original intention
of the Buddha. The master also expected and hoped Buddhist practitioners would use their
wisdom cultivated from deep meditation to march forward in the spirit of Bodhisattva--
compassionately, proactively and courageously. In this spirit, we then will be able to extend
our care to society and offer help to those who are suffering. My teacher’s philosophy helped
me to think outside of traditional Buddhist framework and motivated me to unrelentingly pro-
tect and respect the equality of all lives. On both an emotional and rational level, this is the
source from which | implement altruism.

** ks ks ks

Furthermore, | would like to extend my whole-hearted gratitude to good friends practicing
Buddhism for the World from INEB and across the Strait. Just like within Christianity, there are
different focuses: one is prone to the calling of spiritual practice or rituals; the other is inclined
to actively serve the world. The same difference occurs within Buddhism. To be concerned
with social issues or to take actions to help alleviate suffering is often considered a deviation
from what some see as the right track. The thought of rising beyond these different approach-
es between different religions and sects faces strong objection and ongoing attack. Neverthe-
less, these spiritual warriors of engaged Buddhism and Buddhism for the World never falter in
confronting of these challenges. Together we create a vision of the Pure Land in the world,
and agree to witness it together. In return, the world accepts and praises Buddhism.

Among previous Niwano Prize Winners, both Ajarn Sulak Sivaraksa and Ven. Pomnyun
Sunim are champions who advocate for Buddhism for the world. The three Chinese speaking
award winners which include Mr. Zhao Pu-Chu, The Venerable Cheng-Yen and myself are not
only advocates for this vision, but also practice it. This is not a coincidence, but an inevitable
course of history. The jury’s utmost acknowledgement attests to the effective actions inspired
by Buddhist altruism. As a result, | consider the honor of this award to be shared by my good
friends from Buddhism for the World and Engaged Buddhism.

Venerable Cheng-Yen, leading thousands and millions of people globally for international
disaster relief, does great cross-religious and cross-cultural work. She won the Niwano Peace
Prize in 2007. Both Venerable Cheng-Yen and my humble self are ordained bhiksunis from
Taiwan. | believe this proves that the jury members of the Niwano Foundation are fair and
have vision. They value women in religion who motivate world peace with strength. On behalf
of all religious women, | would like to thank all of you for empowering and inspiring those of us
who have suffered from long term inferiority.

*k kk kk kK

We realize that all struggles which embrace the goal of eliminating suffering for all beings,
all efforts which hope to make the human heart kind, society good and peace in the world are
all spiritual practices in terms of Buddhist definition. It does not matter whether they are repre-
sented in the form of charity, disaster relief or social movements. In the Diamond Cutter Sutra
the Buddha told us: When one cultivates all good without the notions of a self, a person, a
sentient being, or a lifespan, one attains unsurpassed complete enlightenment. This means
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that as long as we do good with a pure heart that rises beyond ego, without seeking the pay-
back of those whom we help, not asking for other people’s acknowledgement or hoping for
good karma in future lives, then all the good we do is a practice to reach perfect enlighten-
ment. The good | refer to roots in purification and transcendence of mind and soul.

With this boundless state of mind, one can look beyond differences among religions and
appreciate the source of all good yet respect the diversity of ideas, representation and
symbols of each religion. Mutual respect for other religions is not merely a polite gesture, but
constitutes genuine appreciation and good will.

As Neo-Confucianism scholar Mr. Tang Chun-Yi poetically puts it, “It is in the distant land that all
devotion forgathers.” This encounter would certainly be full of wonder and beauty. With this in mind,
| would like to express my immense heartfelt wishes to all spiritual minds.

ok k3 ks k3

Lastly, to my predecessors and compatriots in Taiwan’s social movements; fellow practi-
tioners, teachers, colleagues and students from Buddhist Hong Shi College and Life Conser-
vationist Association; and administrators and colleagues from Hsuan Chuang University; all
members at The Niwano Foundation and the Da Ai TV station crew who invested many hours
preparing for the award ceremony, | would like to give my heartfelt gratitude. It is said that a
single pole will not make a building. Without your support, all my ideals only stay in my mind. |
merely receive this award on behalf of all of our efforts. The honor of the 38th Niwano Peace
Award belongs to us all!
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Taiwan's Shih recognized for lifetime of service > dedication

Sponsored by Niwano Peace Prize

Taiwan'’s Shih recognized for lifetime of service, dedication

This year, the 38th Niwano Peace Prize
will be awarded to the Venerable Shih
Chao-hwei of Taiwan in recognition of
her work in peace building through her
safeguarding of all forms of life, promo-
tion of gender ethics and gender equality,
and her approach to open-minded dia-
logue with different religious leaders and
social groups.

As aleading social advocate in Taiwan,
Shih has successfully campaigned on a
wide range of issues, including gender
equality, animal rights and nuclear power,
among others. She currently teaches reli-
gious studies at Hsuan Chuang University
as a professor and is the founder of Bud-
dhist Hong-shi College.

“Iam humbled to be among the other
pioneering figures who have bravely and
diligently committed themselves toward
the well-being and harmony of our planet.
And 1 vow to steward and carry forth this
legacy with all my devoticn and effort,”
Shih wrote in her acceptance letter.

To avoid undue emphasis on any par-
ticular religion or region, every year the
Niwano Peace Foundation solicits nomi-

SuJianhe, who waswrongly sentenced to
death, visits Shih Chao-hwei at Hsuan Chuang
University on Oct. 5,2016,: i

movementtofreeSu. THE HONG SHI CULTURAL
AND EDUCATIONAL FOUNDATION

nations from people of recognized intel-
lectual and religious stature around the
world. In the nomination process, some
600 people and organizations, represent-
ing 125 countries and many religions,

are asked to propose candidates. Nomi-
nations are rigorously screened by the
Niwano Peace Prize Committee, which
currently consists of seven religious lead-
ers from various parts of the world, all

of whom are involved in movements for
peace and inter-religious cooperation.

“During the last two decades, Vener-
able Shih Chao-hwei has led social move-
ments to safeguard life in all forms. She
promotes gender ethics, gender equality
and open-minded dialogue with different
religious leaders, social groups and aca-
demia,” wrote committee member Noku-
zola Mndende. “She also gives leadership
and fearless engagement towards pro-
moting peace. As a Buddhist, she stands
up to promote sustainable peace.”

The presentation ceremony will take
place in Tokyo on June 2. In addition to
anaward certificate, Shih will receive a
medal and ¥20 m:llion.

Life of dedication

Shih was born in Yangon, Myanmar,

in 1957, and moved to Taiwan in 1965.

She was ordained in 1980. In 2004, she
founded Hsuan Chuang’s Research Centre
for Applied Ethics. She is also the founder
of the Life Conservationist Association,
which lobbies for animal rights legisla-
tion. She received the 48th Chinese Liter-
ature and Arts Medal for her outstanding
contributions to cultural debates, as well
as the International Outstanding Women
in Buddhism Medal in 2009, and The
Person of the Year Prize for social move-
ments in 2012. Together with the Dalai
Lama, she has been appointed as the
spiritual mentor and patron of the Inter-
national Network of Engaged Buddhists,
founded by the renowned Thai Buddhist
reformer, Sulak Sivaraksa. Shih is the
author of over 31 books and more than
77 research papers, including numerous
manuscripts on nature conservation.

Her work on animal rights includes
facilitating the legislation of the Wildlife
Conservation Act and the Animal Protec-
tion Act, promoting the Buddhist practice
to care for all sentient beings. She also ran
acampaign to ban gambling on horses in
Taiwan, which was successfully passed by
parliament. This campaign is in line with

'Venerable Shih Chao-hwei

her work on gambling, heading a coali-
tion against the practice in Taiwan. She
has campaigned against the building of
casinos in economically disadvantaged
Taiwanese regions, and her anti-gambling
movement successfully led a referendum
10 Stop casino construction on Penghu
Island in 2009.

Her work on gender equality includes
speaking out against cultural and struc-
tural violence. In 2001 she called for
the abolition of the controversial “Eight
Garudhammas” (where additional pre-
cepts are required of fully ordained
Buddhist nuns above and beyond the
monastic rules that applied to monks),
declaring that these precepts were not
codified by Buddha himself, and that they
strongly discriminate against women.
This position raised international atten-
tion toward the Buddhist gender equal-
ity movement. In 2007, she convened an
international conference titled Religious
Culture and Gender Ethics to widespread
acclaim from international academics,
religious circles and feminist activists.

Shih has written many articles on envi-
ronmental conservation and ecological
protection, human rights and issues con-
cerning religion and politics. She is bold
in expressing her opinions from the Bud-
dhist point of view, and publishes articles
in several major in Taiwan.

despite risks

The committee noted Shih's courage in the
face of difficulties and her preparedness
to give voice to controversial topics. In its
press release, the committee wrote that
“while she may feel fear, she also faces up to
fear, calling it ‘the foremost enemy in one’s
life’ She recognizes that true peace of mind
does not come from remaining silent or
ignoring an issue, but rather by confronting
it. We acknowledge her perspective that
often there must be a breakdown of superfi-
cial harmony and serenity in order to reach
deeper levels of truth and peace of mind."

“The world after COVID-19 is an altered
one. Globally, we've shared a powerful
common experience but there are also
worrying trends that point to new frac-
tures and deepening divisions. Therefore,
we must contemplate how these ongoing
transformations can be steered toward
societal healingand peace building” Shih
wrote in her acceptance letter. “Of course,
speaking out does not come without risk
but true peace comes only when we can
see past the illusions of superficial harmeny
and serenity. When we see injustice and
do not act, then we experience a kind of
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The first LGBT Buddhist

Buddhist Hong-

shiCollege on Aug. 11,2012 THE HONG SHI CULTURAL AND EDUCATIONAL FOUNDATION

torment, too. Taking action allows amore
profound serenity and peace to emerge in
our heartand in our world. The coronavi-
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rus pandemic has exposed long-held illu- H

sions and shattered old patterns. What we
are presented with is an unprecedented
opportunity for building better for all sen-
tient beings.”

The Niwano Peace Foundation estab-
lished the Niwano Peace Prize to honor
and encourage individuals and organi-
zations that have contributed signifi-
cantly to interreligious cooperation,
thereby furthering the cause of world
peace, and to make their achievements
as widely known as possible.

The foundation hopes in this way
o enhance interreligious understand-
ingand cooperation and encourage the
emergence of still more people devoted
toworking for world peace.

The prize is named in honor of the
founder and first president of the lay
Buddhist organization Rissho Kosei-kai,
Nikkyo Niwano. For Niwano, peace
‘was not merely an absence of conflict
among nations, but a dynamic har-
mony in the inner lives of people, as
well as in our communities, nations and
the world.

Annual award recognizes endeavors that aim to
ease suffering through interreligious cooperation

Niwano Peace Prize recipients

2020 Pomnyun

2019 John Paul Lederach

2018 Adyan Foundation

2017 Munib A Younan

2016 Centre for Peace Building and
Reconciliation

2015 Esther Abimiku Ibanga

2014 Dena Merriam

2013 Gunnar Stalsett

2012 Rosalina Tuyuc Velasquez

2011 Sulak Sivaraksa

2010 ElaRamesh Bhatt

2009 Gideon Baguma Byamugisha

2008 Prince El Hassan bin Talal

2007 Cheng Yen

2006 Rabbis for Human Rights

2005 Hans

2004 The Acholi Religious Leaders' Peace

Initiative
2003 Priscilla Elworthy

2002 Samuel Ruiz Garcia

2001 Elias Chacour

2000 Kang Won-yong

1999 The Community of SantEgidio
1998 Maha Ghosananda

1997 The Corrymeela Community
1996 Marii K. Hasegawa

1995 M. Aram

1994 Paulo Evaristo Ams

1993 Neve Shalom/Wahat al-Salam
1992 AT, Ariyaratne

1991 Hildegard Goss-Mayr

1990 Norman Cousins

1989 Etai Yamada

1987 The World Muslim Congress
1986 Philip A. Potter

1985 Zhao Puchu

1984 Homer A. Jack

1983 Helder P. Camara

The Japan Times
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Taiwanese Buddhist Master Ven. Shih Chao-hwei Awarded
the 38th Niwano Peace Prize

By Craig Lewis

Buddhistdoor Global | 2021-06-02 |

Ven. Shih Chao-hwei

The Niwano Peace Foundation of Japan today awarded the 38th Niwano Peace Prize to the cele-
brated Taiwanese Buddhist monastic Venerable Shih Chao-hei, who has earned global renown as a
socially engaged Buddhist, activist, scholar, and author.

“I am very honored to be selected for this year’s Niwano Peace Prize,” Ven. Chao-hwei said in
her acceptance letter. “For decades, the Foundation has been a visionary leader, in Asia and across the
world, for advancing peace. I am humbled to be among the other pioneering figures who have brave-
ly and diligently committed themselves toward the well-being and harmony of our planet. And I vow
to steward and carry forth this legacy with all my devotion and effort.” (Buddhist Hongshi College)
A leading voice for liberation, empowerment, and compassionate engaged Buddhism in Asia and be-
yond, Ven. Chao-hwei is a noted scholar and author of more than two dozen books and over 70 re-
search papers. As founder of the Life Conservationist Association, Ven. Chao-hwe is an outspoken
advocate for animal rights legislation and has authored numerous papers on nature and wildlife con-

servation. She has also been a vocal supporter of same-sex marriage and a key figure in the move-
ment to support female ordination in all Buddhist traditions.

The Niwano Peace Prize takes the form of a medal, a certificate, and a grant of ¥20 million
(US$183,000). The award presentation was conducted in Japan at 2pm local time on Wednesday, in a
virtual ceremony due to pandemic-related restrictions.
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“The world post-COVID19 is an altered one. Globally, we’ve shared a powerful common ex-
perience but there are also worrying trends that point to new fractures and deepening divisions,”
Ven. Chao-hwei continued. “Therefore, we must contemplate how these ongoing transformations
can be steered toward societal healing and peace-building. I propose that we look to lessons from
the Dharma, which may be more urgent and critical than ever before. . . .

“The coronavirus pandemic has exposed long-held illusions and shattered old patterns. What
we are presented with is an unprecedented opportunity for building better for all sentient beings.
It is with this dedication toward an active and more lasting peace that I humbly accept the Niwano
Peace Prize.” (Buddhist Hongshi College)

Ven. Chao-hwei was born in 1965 in the city of Yangon in Myanmar (formerly Rangoon,
Burma) to a Chinese family who had fled from China’s Guangdong Province during the rise of
communism. At the age of eight, she moved with her family to Taiwan, where she flourished as a
student. After attending Taiwan International Normal University, Ven. Chao-hwei was ordained as
Buddhist monastic.

In 1994, Ven. Chao-hwei began teaching at Fu Jen Catholic University, and in 1997 started
teaching religious studies at Hsuan Chuang University. Ven. Chao-hwei founded the Research
Centre for Applied Ethics in 2004, which she continues to direct.

Ven. Chao-hwei also serves as the dean of graduate studies at Buddhist Hong Shih College
and monastery, and is the chair of the department of religious studies at Hsuan Chuang University,
where she teaches Buddhist philosophy and ethics, with a strong emphasis on animal rights. In
2007, Ven. Chao-hwei Shih was awarded the 48th Chinese Literature and Arts Medal for her out-
standing contributions to intercultural dialogue, and in 2009 was the recipient of the Outstanding
Women in Buddhism Award. She is also a spiritual advisor to the International Network of En-
gaged Buddhists (INEB).

“Ven. Shih Chao-hwei is an internationally renowned engaged Buddhist who is also involved in
academics and has established educational institutes,” said Dr. Ranjana Mukhopadhyaya, a mem-
ber of the Niwano Peace Prize Committee. “She is a gender rights activists and animal rights ad-
vocate. Guided by the Buddhist teachings of saving all sentient beings, her activities have empha-
sized on safeguarding all forms of life. She is also vocal about various social and political issues
of her country. I consider her an appropriate person for the Niwano Peace Prize.” (Niwano Peace
Foundation)

Established by Nikkyo Niwano (1906-99), co-founder and the first president of the Rissho
Kosei Kai Buddhist organization in Japan, the Niwano Peace Foundation was chartered in 1978
with the aspiration of working toward the realization of world peace. The foundation promotes
research and other activities in fields such as education, science, culture, and philosophy. The
foundation established the Niwano Peace Prize, which has been awarded annually since 1983 “to
honor and encourage those who are devoting themselves to inter-religious cooperation in the
cause of peace, and to make their achievements known.” (Niwano Peace Foundation)
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Each year, the Niwano Peace Foundation asks broad range of scholars, religious leaders, and
organizations representing 125 countries and various world religions to nominate suitable candi-
dates. Nominations are rigorously screened by the Niwano Peace Prize Committee, comprised of
seven religious leaders from various parts of the world, all of whom are involved in movements for
peace and inter-religious cooperation.

Ven. Shih Chao-hwei, center, conducted the first LGBTQ Buddhist wedding ceremony in
Taiwan at the Buddhist Hong-shi College in August 2012. From facebook.com

Past recipients of the prize include the Korean Seon (Zen) master Ven. Pomnyun
Sunim, who received the 37th Niwano Peace Prize in 2020; Thai social activist and founder
of the International Network of Engaged Buddhists Sulak Sivaraksa, who won the award in
2011; Taiwanese Buddhist nun Master Cheng Yen, founder of the Buddhist Compassion
Relief Tzu Chi Foundation, who was awarded the prize in 2007; and Cambodian monk and
peace activist Ven. Maha Ghosananda, who won the award in 1998.

Global Buddhistdoor

https://www.buddhistdoor.net/
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