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New Religions and Globalization
Opening Remarks at

“2011 International Conference of New Religion in a

Globalized East”

Principal, Dean, distinguished guests, scholars and students,
ke ~ Bidk ~ HAIEE ~ B DU A 8T

It is my pleasure to be invited to the opening ceremony
for The 2011 International Conference of the Center for
Studies on New Religions (CESNUR), co-organized by
Aletheia University, ISAR (Institute for the Study of American
Religion) and the International Association for the Study of

New Religions.

ARG | SZBBN T S8 LR B Jerh02011
BBREE € 1 PR LA o AR e EHIRER ~ SEB Rt
FeHL: (ISAR ) RofTlils B e Bt & 34 (A & 70F -

The theme of the conference is “New Religion in a
Globalized East: Taiwan, Southeast Asia and the World”. This
is a very meaningful and interesting topic. Since ancient times,
new religions have arisen periodically around the world.
Before the era of globalization, the content and form of new
religions have taken shape from both the spiritual experiences
of their leaders and their local culture. Now as we enter the
era of globalization, how will new trends in mass media and
multicultural exposure impact the genesis of new religions?
This is a matter worthy of academic attention.
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However, the emergence of new
religions also brings about religious
pluralism. And with globalization
becoming ever more pervasive, the blurring
of cultural boundaries pushes us closer
towards cultural homogeneity. In light
of this progression, will the content and
form of new religions become increasingly
similar? Will they draw from multiple
regions and inherit common traits from

international influences?

S AN > SR BRLRAY HB A 2R
TR % TR - A H o PEE R R
A i > SCAL TR AR (R o Fe ATk
AT SALRYRE T - 728 — L
T TR B A 7 B R i 1 S A
AN 2 1% 9% 2% S % - HoRER
ISR T & Sk RIS 2

New religions may still have a strong
personal touch and localized color, but it is
possible that globalization will impact the

nature and function of new religions in our

society. Thus we must consider carefully
these repercussions when deciding how to
justly respond to a variety of new religious

events in the future.

B SR AR s 8 LA 2 e A
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LSRN 1 B RE AT e 2 P K
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I believe that the scholars in this
conference will arrive at their own fair
conclusions, and will have many engaging
viewpoints to share.

HAHAE » AEiE K Gk Iy & i 5
& 0 R E R SRS 0 A B
At % AR ABA, -

Principal, Dean, thank you for the
opportunity to speak here today. Fellow
guests, please enjoy the conference.
May all of us have a healthy, happy and

harmony lives.
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