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Don't sacrifice beautiful Penghu
become a CASINO landslide!!

RERZEZRISERER LM

BIE= (0914223048818 ~ 09210P5E )
Good morning, respectful Dr. Kelly,
respectful Legislator Tien (FHfkZE) and
Legislator Chen (BHEfi4l1), dear Dr. Yeh (3¢
£1igh), dear partners from different Taiwan

non-government organizations (NGOs),

~ dear friends from mass media, dear David-

* ourinterpreter, ladies and gentlemen,
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In the first instance of this
international press conference, on behalf
of Anti-gambling Alliance in Taiwan,
I express our immense gratitude to Dr.
Timothy A. Kelly for his kindly receiving
our invitation to talk about recent
developments in Western tourist casinos.
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On January 12 this year, our legislature
passed a bill allowing “economically
disadvantaged regions” to legalize
casinos if a referendum is supported by
citizens. In other words, the first gambling
legalization referendum in Taiwan will
be held in Penghu County on Sep.26, and
the only official public hearing will be
held on Sep.16.. We believe this hearing is
definitely crucial for the referendum and
the future of our society. So we invited Dr.
Kelly to righteously discourse and analyze
the recent development in Western tourist
casinos, so that to help our citizens to make
the right decision.

KETTH P H » SEEpE M T
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15 - BTG BN TR O Bt Ik
MR ARAKL & - 2 EHE - KL
a7 VRt 23 T st ol B 53 A7 1 5 8
JEREIGIT B IR BLDL - i BB HAM Y KSR
B HIERERYTR AE -

Dr. Kelly is a distinguished scholar

and a recognized authority in gambling

impact research, headed up the US National

LB

Gambling Impact Study Commission, a
Congressional/Presidential Commission.
His research-based report in 1999 still
stands as the most comprehensive and
authoritative analysis of the social and
economic impacts of legalized gambling,

especially pathological gambling problems.

FUFI L2 R Hry RS - thid
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50 B e 2 EL foe HLAE PRI 70 A ——
T 2 RETE e R T U5 1

Secondly, more than ten NGOs here
once more request the new government to
take a careful look at the referendum on
gambling in Penghu. In this international
press conference, We will once more give a
solemn appeal and advice to President Ma
Ying-jeou:

LR bt 18 J B L Ak AE I P
JESORFTEUE = /IO TR IR e i
o FEE MWEFRECE & b - FRAM PR
F R AR DA IE AW R B

Please don't sacrifice beautiful Penghu
become a CASINO landslide!

Please don't let yourself become the first
“gambling president” in Taiwan’s history.

Please don’t let our beautiful country
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become another ROC—The Republic of

Casinos.
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Thank you for your attending the
915 Antigambling international press

conference. Thank you very much.
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The gambling industry has a

corrupting influence on local government,
which tends to become a minor partner in
the gambling business.  Once the stream
of gambling revenue is in place it’s almost
impossible to change course. In the US,
a steady stream of local officials, mayors,
and even governors (IL, LA) have been
convicted for being “on the take” from the

gambling industry.
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Legislators must do their due diligence

before voting on gambling initiatives.
This means funding a comprehensive
and objective cost-benefit analysis of
the economic and social consequences
involved. Legislators do not serve the
public well by relying only on the “benefit
analysis” provided by gambling supporters
that paint overly optimistic pictures of tax
revenue, jobs, etc.
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The economic benefit of a casino
is not all positive, since the revenue
comes from people who otherwise would
have spent their money elsewhere in the
economy. Essentially, it’s just a shift of
revenue from local businesses (restaurants,
clothing, entertainment, etc) to the casino.
Consequently local tax revenues will
decline, and some local businesses will
fail, once casinos are opened.

B 5 T 88 R0 e SRR TR THI 1Y
K s N IRACAEBE ISV » [ A IERL 2
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The average quality of jobs created
by a casino is not high, since most of
them are floor positions without much
potential for upward mobility. Investing in
other industries such as manufacturing or
information technology typically leads to
the creation of better jobs.
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SLE 101

The social cost of having casinos near
residential areas is high, especially for
anyone who lives within a 10-mile radius.
This is because a significant portion of the
population is vulnerable to addiction, and
will fall into pathological gambling due to the
proximity of the site. Pathological gamblers
go bankrupt, wreck families, engage in white-
collar crime to pay gambling debts, and
sometimes kill themselves. A significant
portion of casino revenue comes from these
poor souls. The state will have to pay for
treatment and incarceration costs. In the
US, at least 15.4 million people struggle
with pathological gambling, including 15%
of casino employees.
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Nevada tried to transform Las Vegas
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into a “family friendly” destination in the
late 1990s, but the effort failed miserably.
Now, the mantra is “what happens in Vegas
stays in Vegas” and it is promoted as a city
where adults can engage all their fantasies.
The same will happen in Taiwan. Casinos
will attract the full array of adult pleasures
and pleasure-seekers, and this will become
the environment of the hosting community
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