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Unlike most other male-dominated international
Buddhist organizations, Sakyadhita does not have the
support and rich resources from organized churches
and strong Buddhist communities or monasteries. As an
international Buddhist women’s organization, there is hardly
support coming from the privileged socio-economic class
and there is very few resources; especially when its leader,
Ven. Karma Lekshe Tsomo who is particularly dedicated
to assisting less privileged Buddhist women in the third
world, we can imagine how tough a task it must have been
for Sakyadhita to operate. Nevertheless, these respected
daughters of the Buddha have achieved remarkably under
such highly constraining conditions. They have been
able to completely extend themselves and successfully
demonstrated what it means to offer unconditionally and
how to really honor and share with one another. Among all
these achievements, of course, Ven. Karma Lekshe Tsomo,
the current President of Sakyadhita, deserves to take most
of the credit.
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For the past two decades, Ven. Tsomo
has been selflessly and tirelessly devoted
to the education of nuns in the Himalayas
and traveling between the two continents
of Asia and America. At our encountering
during the 10th Sakyadhita conference
in Ulaan Baatar this time, Ven. Tsomo’s
gentle tones and bright laughter remained
the same, but I could not help noticing
traces of exhaust in her. What surprised me
the most, however, is that her eyes seemed
to have become even clearer and more
spirited. Generally speaking, busy lives
and exhausting chores in this mundane
world usually speed up one’s old age,
yet intuitively I feel that all such tiring
experiences have transformed into the

Bodhi asset in Ven. Tsomo instead.
BEH A EE IR E
BBt - TRESMEE S VAP
W HE !B S B A MR A o dE G
KRERTTERREVGTT - HEF O~
HREABIZK » A+ 73 BRI T B = Ak

[ SCHEEIEST ~ W7~ RS THIORS -
What [ also found to be very

impressive at the Sakyadhita conference

L 963

in Mongolia was that all the participants
were able to break through the language
barrier and communicated with not much
difficulty! Despite the different parts of the
world these Buddhist women came from,
east or west, despite the different colors
of their skin, their ethnic identifies or
countries, they were all able to engage in
genuine communications, exchanging their
experiences as practitioners, researchers, or

Dharma servers.

FE TS M LE R &R - B
AR5 3k 22 Bl Pl m] DLAS 5 St s
J e~ R B R A LR i —55 0 (5
ARAR AN THS e PRI GR A Bl A
& o RIUHEAERL L AR B AN AE - X
SRR T ¢ By BT AR L JE R R
a2 A HIARASHS B B gt - A
e i G R e R PRS2 g At 0
TREIR R A DEEE - ThIBHH BEaH I 35 IR
R LIRSS RV A - & S R
PR RREL AL T RO - HRY
HL R e R BT A RS ER I #E S -

Having personally participated in

many other international conferences, |
have always observed that although most
participants might be able to leave aside
their bias or discrimination among races
or nationalities, yet not many people
have really shown genuine interest in
communicating with those who do not
speak fluent English. Most of the times,
less fluent English speakers are either
neglected or treated with much impatience,
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which seems to pronounce that “if you don’
t speak English well, you are not qualified

here”. The Asian participants who speak

English better in those conferences are also
found to be rather discriminating against
those who do not speak English as well.
Facing their fellow Asians who struggle
over their English expressions, those more
fluent English-speaking Asians may even
look rather arrogant or even feel superior
themselves, consciously or unconsciously,
because they think they share the language
of the Caucasians, and sometimes they may
even very rudely interrupt any non-English
expressions by other participants.

SR £ Sakyadhita @ 35 1Y 22 B % f2
> FHBEHE] ¢ Sakyadhitass SR 1538
(ER IR VN SR8 TR = g e s
[ e il 1Bt er N YEE S PR o sk -
7% B B il B e RE A SEEEE PR A
AH: - £5 T ##SakyadhitaBil @ bk 5 DU(E
B RAYFET AR » 1 H 221 5235 [ 25
FIFERVECRE » SR TRAH T 3 B RR - ]
RERFEL & A LUHE S - A5 Bl A% e %
ih e A RH IR B e TR - REAE
REHY I — A A dmd R > )
AL IR R A I B - AR BLY)
IPREIENS - 2R E AER EREE R
B » IEREARAE 3% 5 285K -
A B e RS ] - SR 5 — IR
FER RS —EHE K -
aa bk W B O IR S - 7EBER
R R o —iRE - BFE

L E963

G b 1k ] 20 138 » th RS2 IR A
J1~ 0077 - i A kS A B R R
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PSSR ZR ARG > DURCR Sk B
LRI FiliOEe XSy
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BT - i H AR RS« L EAMEHA

V& im B B ETRY TS k0 - SBIRIEL AN
BERR G s o 1T R BT > e LS 55
P SEARAGT T e 23 ) !

As a new member of Sakyadhita, I feel

proud, and my faith is also strengthened: not
only should women never fall as “the second
sex” in the Buddhist community, but as
women, we actually have been able to come
closer to understand the Buddha’s teachings
and practiced accordingly. Therefore,
comparing to men, women are actually
closer to the path to Buddhahood. @®

Nt~ SRR RRIER
Midnight, Sept. 25, 2008 at Zunhui Lou

g
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